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                   Central Indiana Cursillo Community 

 
 

 

  

 “Remembering and Giving Thanks” 
 
 
November is a month of remembrance…we remember our  
faithful departed, we remember our Veterans who serve/served  
to protect our freedoms, and as we approach the holidays our  
thoughts turn to family and giving thanks…I am so grateful for  
my Cursillo family – those who walk and have walked with me  
closely in my 4th day! 
 
In this article I want to recognize and give special thanks to a  
group of men and women with whom I journey in a special way  
in the Cursillo – namely the Secretariat. 
 
Our CICC Secretariat functions as a “service unit” for the  
Cursillo in Central Indiana – We have the responsibility of promoting, developing and directing the  
Cursillo Movement here and with the School of Leaders we are the “keepers of the flame of the vision of 
the Founder, keeping it burning brightly as a beacon for all those whose paths are illuminated by its 
light.” (Cursillo Leadership Article 2007). In other words, we are entrusted to maintain the integrity of 
the Cursillo as it was intended to be, and by the means of the Method in the Pre-Cursillo, 3-day Cursillo 
and Postcursillo, offer resources and support to Cursillistas in building the Kingdom of God in their own 
environments. 
 
Our Secretariat members come from different backgrounds in life and bring different gifts, yet we have 
the same love of Cursillo and spirit in Christ. As we pray in the Cursillo Leaders Prayer…”so that all our 
spirits united in a common purpose will have one single spirit – yours Jesus!” Jesus is the Essence of and 
central in the Cursillo! 
 
All Cursillistas are called to be Leaders for Christ in their environments… some have also been called to 

be Leaders in the Cursillo – I give thanks for these Brothers and Sisters in Christ who have said YES 
to that call: 

  Jennifer Burger 

CICC Lay Director 

From the Lay Director’s Desk 

Fall 2018
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                            Fr. Glenn O’Connor – Spiritual Advisor, Indianapolis   
                            Fr. Mike McKinney – Spiritual Advisor - Lafayette 
                            Tom Scimeca – Assistant Lay Director, Lafayette       
                            Amy Strasburger – Assistant Lay Director, Indianapolis      
                            Barb & Chuck Bunnell – Secretary     
                           Marty Van der Burgt – Treasurer 
                            Caroline Cundiff – Pre-Cursillo Chair 
                            Von Keech – 3-day Cursillo Chair 
                            Ellen & Steve Sanders – Post-Cursillo Chair 
                            Patty Brooks – Palanca Coordinator 
                            Ken Corbett – Parish Rep Coordinator 
                            Beth Van der Burgt – Communications Coordinator 
                            Becky Rice – Music Coordinator 
                            Patrick Mitchell – Applications Coordinator 
                            Natalie Deason – Prayer Chain Coordinator 
                            Beth Doran—Voice Editor 
 

Cursillo is supported by countless others in various capacities – too many people to name here– and they 
give of their time talent and treasure behind the scenes and/or as needed or called - Our cup certainly 
overflows in the Cursillo – let us give thanks to God always for this abundant Grace and Blessing! 
 
De Colores! 
Jennifer Burger 

“Coming Soon…CICC School of Leaders!” 
 
We are excited to announce that we will be re-establishing a School of Leaders for CICC in 
2019! 
What is the School of Leaders you ask? In its simplest form, it is a group reunion of Cur-
sillo Leaders. In that sense it is not a “place of instruction” but rather a gathering of the 
4th day Community that share and aspire to grow in understanding of the Cursillo – its 
Charism and the Method – so that the Cursillo may be lived more fully and authentically 
in the 4th day community. It articulates and gives voice to the Ideal of the Cursillo Move-
ment for the benefit of the movement and supports all that we do. 
 
As the development of the School unfolds, more information will follow - so please stay 
tuned! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Your CICC Secretariat 
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National Cursillo Encounter 2018” 
 

This past August, Amy Strasburger (Assistant Lay Director – Indpls) and I attended the 28th National 
Cursillo Encounter in Seattle Washington. The theme for the Encounter was “Unity in Diversity” - Over 
670 Cursillistas from 7 different language groups came from across the country to hear rollos from 
those on the National Secretariat on this theme as well as other rollos related to the Movement at the 
Diocesan level. We were blessed to have 3 Bishops and 45 clergy and vowed religious joining the lay 
faithful in prayer and in the celebration of Mass – the theme of the Encounter was visible and felt in the 
joy and love that we shared together! We not only returned home with new insights and understand-
ings but a renewed spirit that we pray will lead us/Cursillo here in Central Indiana! 
 
One item of note and relevance: 
 
There has been a distinct effort on behalf of National to study the foundational Charism of the Cursillo 
Movement and reclaim the Essence of the original Cursillo as inspired by its founder Eduardo Bonnin – 
this has been going on for years, as evident in (and the reason behind) the change in some Rollo titles in 
2006 back to the original titles from the first Cursillos and more recently in the change of the Pilgrim’s 
Guide in 2016 to a format more reminiscent of the original Pilgrims Guide and its intent for the Cursillo. 
In this vein, there are other “format” changes on the horizon and as they come to light, we will keep all 
informed. This is all unfolding in God’s Time…In the meantime, we pray and trust that the study by our 
National Cursillo Leaders and what comes from it is inspired by the same Holy spirit that inspired the 
Founder of this Movement –  
 
De Colores! 

Jennifer Burger 
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Region IV Fall Encounter 
Mount St Francis, Indiana 

September 7 – 9, 2018 

 
   
   The Encounter was a great opportunity to revisit with Cursillistas from 
our region which encompasses 4 states.  We met at Mount St. Francis 

which was a Seminary in the past.  Archbishop Thompson celebrated Mass on Saturday morning and greet-
ed each of us individually.  What a joyful 3 days.  We had 5 learning sessions with discussion.  Following are 
only a couple of the thoughts and ideas presented. 
 
PRAYER – by Sr. Karen 
     The tripod of Evangelization is reading, meditating, and living life as Christ.  Take time to Be Still and 
Hear God so we can lead others by our words and deeds.  
     Elijah said, “What can I give you before I am taken away?”. 
     Elisha asked for a double portion of his spirit. 
     We are mentors to others through all we do but also through grouping, whether in small groups or at 
Ultreya’s.  That’s how we find – who’s spirit would you ask a double portion of? 
Who would come to you and ask for a double portion of your spirit? 
     Put another way, Matt 13:1-8 the parable of sowing the seeds.  The seeds of the sower were thrown 
with extravagance and generosity.  We as Evangelizers are to spread God’s love lavishly.  Remain fertile soil 
and lavishly plant God’s Word.  We plant the seeds but God controls the harvest.  We cannot control where 
it lands, just sow the seeds while you cultivate your own soil.  Our mission is to continue growing and giv-
ing. 
 
LIVING YOUR 4th DAY 
     Renew and exhilarate the conversion of those who’ve made the weekend.  We knew there was going to 
be more to learn and nourish our relationship with Jesus. 
     Group reunion is the purpose of Cursillo.  Talk about our faith but also just listen to others as they tell 
their story.   
     As we live our 4th Day, our transformation will speak louder then what happened on our weekend.  We 
have to know who we are in Christ before we can help others.  God changes us from the inside out.   
     Invite the new Cursillistas and teach them what its all about.  Just show you care.  Encourage others.  
Sharing helps us grow.  Persevere.  BE MORE not just know more.  Cursillo is a work of perseverance and 
diligence.   
     Evangelization of our environment is the effort we make and the attitude we take. 
     God wants to continue the unity that was started on our weekends.  That’s Ultreya.  It’s an ongoing pro-
cess. 
 
 
     Let Jesus be in your heart 
     Eternity in your Spirit 
     The world under your feet 
     The will of God in your actions 
     Let the love of God shine forth in you. 
                 St. Catherine of Siena 

Englishand Latino Cursillistas of CICC 

By Beth Doran 
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The Men’s Fall Weekend #119 was a very humbling experience for me as the Rector. 
 
                                       Come To Me”, taken from Mathew 11:28-30 was the theme for our 

weekend.  V28 “Come to me, all you who labor and are bur-
dened, and I will give you rest.  V29Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you 
will find rest for yourselves V30For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden light.” 

 
“Lord I Need You” by Matt Maher was our theme song. 

 
The primary goal of the weekend was to form a team of men 
willing to work together to befriend a group of candidates while 
being a friend and then leading those candidates closer to 

Christ. I have learned firsthand, as many past rectors have, that the Holy Spirit can only do 
this. Team 119 is a group of men that many of my brothers and sisters in Christ recommend-
ed. I also had the names of those who filled out the information sheets to work team, and af-
ter prayerful thought and the guidance of the Holy Spirit Team 119 became a reality. 
 
Father John Kiefer so graciously accepted the responsibility as our Spiritual Director and 
made it a point to talk to and befriend every team member and candidate throughout for-
mation and the weekend offering spiritual guidance and reconciliation to all in need. I can-
not say enough about this group of men. One third of our team were Cursillista’s that were 
on team for their first weekend and you would have thought that they worked many before 
this weekend as they showed so much enthusiasm to be on team. We only had thirteen can-
didates; however, I truly believe that the Holy Spirit inspired these men to attend this week-
end and we were ready with table leaders that led these candidates through the fifteen 
Rollo’s, and by Sunday it was evident that the transformation process had started. 
 
Going forward, it is very important that we all continue to make friends by being a friend 
and then lead those friends to join our growing Cursillo community by making a Three Day 
Weekend. 
 
May God Bless you all today and everday! 
Tim Hays Rector Team 119 
 
 

        Upcoming                                        (English) Weekends… 
 

February 28 – March 3, 2019 – Men’s Cursillo Weekend #120 
March 28 – March 31, 2019 – Women’s Cursillo Weekend #110 

 

October 3 – October 6, 2019 – Men’s Cursillo Weekend #121 
October 17 – October 20, 2019 – Women’s Cursillo Weekend #111 

 

Download applications from cursillo-cicc.org 
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 Cursillo # 109 
Give All To God 

 

Cursillo # 119 
 Come to Me 
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Cursillo #109 
Give All To God 
 
      Cursillo #109 was a weekend filled with the Holy Spirit. Each of us on Cursillo 109 Gave All To God as 
we listened to 15 talks over three days each one helped us grow closer to Christ. On Friday we focused 
on understanding self, on Saturday we encountered a loving and merciful God with our encounter with 
Christ and on Sunday our encounter was with others – all of Cursillo. 
 
     Cursillo 109 was blessed to have Fr. Glenn O’Connor as our Spiritual Director. Fr. Glen is a true servant 
of God and gave of himself to all the team and candidates showing God’s love and compassion. 
 
      Our music was wonderful. Sr. Cathy Anne Lepore OSB, our Music Cha, was a gift and first time team 
member and cha, Angela Lennox, did double duty as she shared her gift of music with us by assisting Sr. 
Cathy Anne in leading songs. Sr. Cathy Ann’s talk A Life in Grace was an inspiration to us and touched our 
hearts. 
 
     We were also gifted with sharing by Sr. Kathleen Yeadon OSB, Fr. Todd Riebe and Deacon Nate Schal-
lert whose sharing brought insight to each of us present in the Rollo Room. 
 
     The closing was amazing as our new Cursillistas shared from their hearts. As the words to our song “I 
will Choose Christ” said to us, Christ my teacher and healer teach my heart and heal my soul. That is 
what happened to the amazing women of Cursillo 109. 
 
     I feel blessed and grateful to have been invited to journey with Cursillo 109 as the Rectora. 
 
Blessings & De Colores, 
Mary Kendall 
Cursillo 109 

Dear Cursillistas, 
     Once again, we were able to welcome women to Cursillo #109 into our community. The Lord has truly 
blessed us with these new candidates. I was fortunate enough to be Spiritual Director for the Women’s 
Cursillo and I am always so thankful for the opportunity to serve, to pray and see the Holy Spirit in Ac-
tion! 
 
       It seems that every Cursillo weekend is unique and different and yet in many ways the method works 
and the Holy Spirit is always there. God blessed the team of #109 and the gifts of their time, witness and 
most of all their example of loving God and their neighbor so well. Candidates of #109 – you are an awe-
some bunch of ladies who truly were open to the Spirit and so willing to trust Jesus and all of the team. 
 
     Our prayer for all of you is that God continues the great work he has done in you. You will all make 
great disciples and wonderful ambassadors for the Cursillo movement. 
     Please do not be shy abou  t inviting others to make a Cursillo and most of all keep coming back – 4th 
day is quite a gift and quite a challenge! 
God Bless, 
Rev. Glenn O’Connor 
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Our Grand Reunion Ultreya was….Grand! 
 
The Grand Reunion Ultreya for Men’s Cursillo #119 and Women’s Cursillo #109 was 
held on Nov. 3 at Our Lady of Grace in Noblesville and was an amazing evening. We 
lifted our voices in praise to the music by Tony Avellana and Dave Leclere. We were 
inspired by the witness talks by Josh Hall and Cathy Stein. And we were touched by 
Jeff & Carolyn Williamson who joined us after getting married earlier in the day! We 
are so happy to welcome our new Cursillistas to our Central Indiana Cursillo Com-
munity and encourage you to continue grouping and to keep coming back to Cur-
sillo events! 
 
Steve & Ellen Sanders 
Post Cursillo Coordinators 
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January – St. Malachy  TBA 

                         St. Lawrence—Lafayette TBA 

February 16 – St Joseph’s  - Lebanon 

                                  4:30 pm Mass 
                                  5:45 pm Pitch-In Dinner 
                                  6:45 pm Ultreya 
                Presentation will be on the Connection between Cursillo and Kairos 
                Mark & Becky Scheller Coordinators 

February – St Lawrence, Lafayette TBA 

Spring Grand Reunion Ultreya - TBA 

 

2019 
Upcoming 

# 119 – Come To Me 

      We serve God when we feed the 

hungry, clothe the naked, visit the 

sick, etc 

 

# 109  “Give All To God”, to Hannah of 

the Old Testament  who promised God if 

He would give her a son, she would give 

him to the Lord.  That is giving All to 

God. 

 

Compliments of Artist—Ward Degler 
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Palanca: The Holy Spirit in Action (by Patty Brooks) 
 
De Colores to all my fellow Cursillistas! I am humbled to fill the position of Palanca Chair for CICC. Many 
thanks goes out to Stew Baxter and Tim Spreitzer for all of their efforts over MANY years of coordinating 
the 72-hour prayer chain and Palanca efforts for both the men’s and women’s weekends. Your work has 
borne many fruits. Thank you for your dedication and caring efforts! 
 
As I began to learn more about my role, I had to get to the basics. What is Palanca? 
 
Palanca is an action – intercessory prayer, sacrifices, or works of mercy. You send a Palanca letter to can-
didates and team members, informing them of the prayers and sacrifices that you are offering to God on 
their behalf. A letter may be sent explaining what type of Palanca is being offered, but the letter is not 
the Palanca. Even if you don’t send a letter, the Palanca was still raised up for your intention. 
 
Palanca Can Be… 
       * Prayers: any prayer offered for the intentions of the candidates and team, time in Adoration, offer-
ing a Mass, saying the rosary, etc. 
       * Sacrifices: fasting, giving up something, doing a kind act that only you and God know about 
       * Works of Mercy (spiritual or corporal): giving alms, working in the food pantry, or visiting the sick. 
       * Actions that help the weekend: 72-hour prayer chain, work in the kitchen, helping to clean, driving 
someone to a weekend, attending a weekend closing. 
 
Palanca is Not… 
       * Gifts: books, flowers, or necklaces. 
       * Sacramentals: crucifixes, rosaries (Although these blessed objects would be wonderful acknowl-
edgements after a weekend, they are not considered Palanca.) 
 
Tips and Ideas to Promote Palanca 
As a Cursillo community, we would like to encourage all Cursillistas to begin to offer Palanca for both the 
candidates and the team in formation.  
 
For example, you can: 
       * Pick a date each month that your Cursillo group prays for the team and for the candidates (for ex-
ample, the third Wednesday of each month or the 15th of each month). 
       * Select a special litany or prayer to the Holy Spirit that you pray each month together as a group. 
       * Attend a holy hour as a group and offer it up for each team member by name. 
       * Sign up for the CICC prayer chain to pray for the weekends happening throughout the world. 
       * Sign up for the 72-hour prayer chain to begin praying for the team during its formation. 
 
Prayerfully and thoughtfully consider how you as an individual Cursillista and how your Cursillio group 
can begin Palanca now and how to offer Palanca during the upcoming weekends in March 2019. I wel-
come suggestions on how to improve the Palanca process during the weekends, too. Please contact me 
at pbrooks80@comcast.net with your suggestions. 
 
In my next article on Palanca, I plan to provide tips and suggestions on the Palanca letter.   
Let the Palanca actions and sacrifices begin…and continue from now through the March weekends! 
 De Colores! 
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Lions Breathing Fire 
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“Lion’s Breathing Fire” 

 
The Indiana Catholic Men’s Conference was held at the Indianapolis Convention Center on Satur-
day, November 10. Approximately 500 men were in attendance from not only Indiana but sur-
rounding states. The title of the conference was “Walking with Christ and The Cross”. The confer-
ence was sponsored by The Marian Center in partnership with the Archdiocese of Indianapolis. 
 
The Conference began with Music from Tony Avellana and a Video – Litany of the Saints. Father 
Douglas Hunter, Pastor of St. Roch Parish in Indianapolis was the Master of Ceremonies. 
Father Patrick Beidelman, Executive Director, Secretariat of Worship and Evangelization for the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis welcomed the conference and stated Archbishop Charles Thompson 
offers his prayers and wishes he could be there but he was attending the US Conference of Bishops 
meeting in Baltimore. 
 
Our first speaker of the day was Tom Peterson whose talk was titled, “Our World needs Catholic 
Heros”. Mr. Peterson had long lines to purchase his book,”Catholics Come Home”. This book de-
scribes how practicing and non-practicing Catholics as well as non - Catholics, have experienced a 
renewal in their lives and have come back or entered the Catholic faith with vigor and purpose with 
a new evangelization to bring others to Christ. 
 
After the first talk, the men attended Mass at St. John the Evangelist. Father Todd Reibe, pastor of 
Christ the King Parish was main celebrant with Tony Avellana leading all in worship with his music. 
After Mass, it was awesome to see the hundreds of men participate in a Eucharistic Possession back 
to the Convention Center. During the entire session, the Blessed Sacrament was exposed for adora-
tion. In the afternoon, confessions were available till the end of the conference to anyone who 
wanted to partake. 
 
Father Ben Lueke began the afternoon session with his talk titled “The Mystery of Faith”. He was 
followed by Father Dwight Longenecker who gave the final two talks - “Jesus Christ – Victim and 
Victor,” and “The Way of the Warrior Priest – a Battle Plan for Catholic Men”. 
There were many Catholic organizations present that had information tables that one could visit 
during the conference. Cursillo had a table top promoting our movement. Many thanks to fellow 
Cursillistas who stopped by and helped promote Cursillo to those who were interested in attending 
a future weekend. 
 
It was great to see all the men and their sons from the Midwest come together and praise the Lord. 
The Holy Spirit was truly present as the speakers shared their witnesses of how God helped them 
evangelize and they emphasized how important it was for us to seek those opportunities where we 
also need to bring Christ to everyone in the whole world. 
 
Tom Scimeca 
Assistant Cursillo Lay Director- Lafayette Diocese 
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2018 Year-End Campaign 

The mission and ministry of Cursillo in Central Indiana are only made possible by our com-
munity of members. Our wonderful story and model of mission – make a friend, be a 
friend, bring a friend to Christ – is only possible with your commitment to foster piety, 

study, and action in the Church. 

 

I am profoundly grateful for the support so many of you have shown to Cursillo in the past, 
and I invite you to make your impact on Cursillo this year with a gift to our CICC 2018 
Campaign. Your generosity helps CICC continue to inspire the next generation of active 
Cursillistas, provide spiritual development and resources for our members, and ensure that 
Cursillo Weekends will continue to make a difference in our parishes and faith communi-
ties. 

 

As we kick off this year’s annual appeal, our goal for the CICC 2018 Campaign is to raise 
$7,500 and increase the participation of our membership in the annual campaign. For CICC 
to grow its mission and ministry, and to cover the increased costs associated with our 
new retreat facility and kitchen rental while keeping weekend fees low, it’s important for 
everyone to show support in some way – please prayerfully consider what that means for 
you! I encourage you to make your gift to the CICC 2018 Campaign today by giving online 
at www.cursillo-cicc.org, or sending a check or money order to my home address. As an 
added bonus, donations in the month of December will be matched, dollar for dollar, by an 
anonymous donor!! 

De Colores – Marty Van Der Burgt, Treasurer 
 
Internet:  www.cursillo-cicc.org 
 
Mail:                                                                  
Central Indiana Cursillo Center                                 
c/o Marty Van Der Burgt, Treasurer 
3020 Dorothy Lane 
Richmond, IN 47374 
 

Impact 

   Inspire 

      Grow in Mission  & Ministry 
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Thanksgiving Day Prayer 
  
Lord, we thank you 
for the goodness of our people 
and for the spirit of justice 
that fills this nation. 
We thank you for the beauty and fullness of the 
land and the challenge of the cities. 

We thank you for our work and our rest, 
for one another, and for our homes. 
We thank you, Lord: 
accept our thanksgiving on this day. 
We pray and give thanks through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

R: Amen. 

—from Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers. 

 

http://store.usccb.org/catholic-household-blessings-and-prayers-paperback-p/7-046.htm
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2019 

May the Christmas season fill  

Your home with JOY, 

Your heart with LOVE, 

And your life with LAUGHTER. 

 

 

 

 


