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  Jennifer Burger 

CICC Lay Director 

From The Desk Of The Lay Director… 

As I write we are nearing the end of Lent… it is during this time of 

drawing closer to God in Christ Jesus that I feel that my life of Piety, 

Study and Action is magnified! For me it is a time of going both 

deeper and wider…  

As we approach Easter the readings are focusing more on “Who 

Jesus Is” and we hear accounts of both resistance and acceptance – 

disbelief and belief - Jesus did not mince words in conveying who he 

was and His words were challenging to many, difficult to understand 

and contrary to what had become the “norm” of His time.  

His words – The Word – still challenges many today and it is within 

this environment where we as Cursillistas encounter not only re-

sistance but opposition to it. Not exclusive to the secular world, we 

often encounter this within our families, our Christian communities, 

our parishes and even in the Church. We live in a culture of uncer-

tainty and fear– a world of contradiction as it seeks change but is 

resistant to change at the same time, clinging to whatever is com-

fortable and familiar. (Perhaps we have fallen into this trap at times 

ourselves?!)  

Like the Jewish community in the time of Jesus, our world is search-

ing for something that offers hope and security – an identity, a 

Truth. As Christians – Resurrection People – we know our hope and 

our security is in the Love of God in Christ Jesus!  

This is the foundation of our Christian Life – a Life in Grace! This is 

our life of Piety, Study and Action!  

It is as simple as that – this is not just something that we particularly 

focus on during Lent but throughout our 4th day! 

Let us continue to grow in Piety, Study and Action, strengthening 

ourselves for the Mission - clinging to Christ and the words he 

shared at the Last Supper with His Disciples after washing their feet, 

“I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 

expect through me.” (John 14:6)… So that we may be true Apostles, 

not only as followers of Christ, but as LEADERS 

for Christ in our environments and in the world! 

And let us do so always in LOVE and in coopera-

tion with the Will of God through the Holy Spir-

it, united in friendship with our Brothers and 

Sisters in Christ!  

The strength of our 4th day collectively is vital 

to our own life of Piety, Study and Action – par-

ticularly in our apostolic action – “living togeth-

er in a climate that makes it possible for each 

one of us to live and spread the Gospel in the 

world” (our Christianity in Action)!  

Please continue to pray about inviting a friend
(s) to attend a Cursillo weekend – let our prayer 
not be for numbers to “fill a weekend”, but for 

more Apostles!    
 
Come Holy Spirit - Christ is counting on US!!! 

 Happy Easter! De Colores!  
In Peace and in Love,  
Jennifer Burger 



An Enduring  Tribute… 

    Fr. Glenn O’Connor 

     Where and how does one even begin to pay tribute to our beloved Fr. Glenn O’Connor? If 
you didn’t know him personally, you’ve probably heard of him or know someone whose life 
he has directly impacted. 
      Fr. Glenn O’Connor was Central Indiana Cursillo Center’s Spiritual Advisor from early in the 
year of 1997 through his passing on March 15th, 2019 (22 years). 
      For most of us Cursilistas, his loss has been a challenge to accept and process. When we 
think about everything Fr. Glenn did for our Cursillo Community, it feels like an overwhelming 
void that we are left with to fill. He somehow found time to be present at our monthly Secre-
tariat meetings, attend closings, sponsor candidates, host monthly friendship groups at his 
home (and provide dinner!), serve as a spiritual director on weekends, give numerous rollos 
over the years and provide our movement with constant support and prayerful guidance. 
      I could go on and on and on and on….we were truly blessed. We can all take lessons from 
Fr. Glenn by the way he lived the Cursillo mission on a daily basis, “Make a Friend, Be a Friend 
and Bring a Friend to Christ. “He made friends with everyone he came across and then actual-
ly followed through with being a friend. Fr. Glenn accepted everyone regardless of their back-
ground or life experiences and through his friendship; he was able to bring them to Christ.                 
    Our community will continue to be blessed by Fr. Glenn and we know he will still support  
Cursillo in his 5th Day. 
      Our records of him revealed that he made Cursillo #36 – October 1976.  Sat at the Table of 

St. Paul (Patron saint of Cursillo ) – while in seminary – his address on the roster was listed 
as St. Meinrad school of theology. 
 
      Godspeed Fr. Glenn, until we all meet again.  
 
Amy M. Strasburger  
St. Susanna Parish, Plainfield 
 Assistant Lay Director, Indianapolis 
 
 

     Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him.  
 May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 
 
 

 



                                                                                                     

     As the lyrics from our theme song conveys “God’s plan from the start; for this world and your 

heart, has been to show His glory and His grace. Forever revealing the depth and the beauty of His 

unfailing love…And the story has only begun” That was my prayer for the men of Cursillo #120! Little 

did I know what started at Thursday introductions where the men shared their favorite movies to the 

likes of Road House, Serendipity, Hell Raiser or the Natural; how quickly the Holy Spirit would “fill the 

hearts of the faithful” and allow me to witness His work throughout the weekend. 

     I am forever grateful for the team and our time together during formation. It was such a blessing! I 

recently finished a book written by my former boss at the NCAA and former colleague at Arthur An-

dersen (didn’t think you would see that firm referenced, eh?). The book is titled Eyes of the Father: 

Seeing Meaning in the Mirror. Eighteen years ago, he and his wife lost their oldest son when he was 

just 13 years old. It is a beautiful story about hope and an unfailing faith that God has a plan. What is 

amazing is how he provides documented evidence of His plan and the people He has placed in their 

life to eventually bring meaning to their son’s death.  

     Our collective prayer for the candidates is that God will speak to each of them and that they en-

counter Christ in a very special way. In essence, that’s how the weekend unfolds: “For I know the 

plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future. – Jeremiah 29:11. And this is going to be a glorious unfolding. 

 

Gary DeCastro 
Rector # 120 
Glorious Unfolding 





Glorious Unfolding 

Men’s Cursillo 

# 120 

The Cry of My Heart 

Women’s Cursillo 

#110 

Gifts to the Rector & Rectora 
Compliments of 

Artist Ward Deglar 

  



                                                            The Cry of my Heart 
                                                        March 28-31, 2019 

 
     Oh how the Cry of my Heart was strengthened during our weekend with Jesus and sixty-seven 
beautiful women, plus Father Mark! From the moment I began praying for this weekend until the final 
good byes, the Holy Spirit was alive and working in so many hearts and souls. As the weeks of plan-
ning and formation progressed up until the beginning of our weekend, I was a bit alarmed as we were 
holding at twenty Candidates signed up and we were just two weeks away from the start of our week-
end. Will we have a full weekend I asked often, as I prayed my daily prayers?  
     We got our answer once we turned our prayers to asking for the intercession of Eduardo Bonnin, 
the founder of the Cursillo movement. I prayed to Eduardo to send Candidates, to help us keep this 
beautiful ministry alive and growing. I eventually asked in my daily prayer for a minimum of 24 Candi-
dates. We were blessed with thirty Candidates shortly after I intensified my daily prayers; we knew 
our prayers were being answered as the number of Candidates continued to grow. We accepted 35 
total Candidates and 3 who went to the waiting list! 
      The Spirit was alive as I looked at the list of Candidates I quickly praised the LORD for sending us a 
full house! We were truly blessed beyond our prayers and hopes. Amazing were the numbers but 
even more encouraging was where all the Candidates were coming from. 
      We had 27 different parishes represented within our Candidate lists and we had 30 different spon-
sors, which told us that Central Indiana Cursillo was certainly on fire for this weekend. The weekend 
was filled with an abundance of faith filled beautiful Candidates but we could not have asked for a 
better group of clergy to share their Love of Christ with us! 
      Not only did their Rollo’s speak to the various topics that builds the weekend, but they each 
stayed and participated in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, allowing all of our Candidates to have 
some very productive and quiet time with our Priests!  
     These Priests were a true gift from Christ to all of us participating and leading team 110! We could 
only thank God for sending us such an awesome lineup of Priests and Deacon! 
      I cannot begin to express my thanks and appreciation for the gifted team of women that Christ 
helped me to assemble for this weekend as well. We were tested on Saturday when I had to go to Ur-
gent Care. How calming and reassuring that these beautiful women and Father carried on without 
one Candidate realizing I was missing or for that matter that anyone from the team was missing! 
      The grace and beauty of all that happened is hard to put into words, but believe me when I say the 
Spirit was working throughout the weekend well beyond what one could imagine. A true testament 
that the Cursillo ministry, if followed the way Eduardo intended for us to lead a weekend, is a gift 
from God. If we just get out of his way and allow Christ to do his work within us, the fruits will be 
many and everlasting. 
      I will always treasure the opportunity to serve as Rectora, but even more importantly, I will treas-
ure growing spiritually and worshiping alongside 67 beautiful Grace- filled Women and Father Mark. 
May we always share the Cry of our Hearts with Christ and listen quietly to hear his answers.  
 
DeColores! 
 Barb Bunnell 
Rectora # 110 

 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Grand Reunion Ultreya for Men’s Cursillo #120, Glorious Unfolding, and Women’s Cursillo, The 

Cry of My Heart, was such an awesome evening! It was on Palm Sunday weekend and those of us 

who attended the Saturday 5:30pm Mass at St. Simon experienced a lively procession into the church 

followed by a beautiful reading of the Passion. Then onward to the Ultreya where our dinner was de-

licious – we have some fabulous cooks in Cursillo! Our musicians, Jane & Caesar Swidan and Dale 

Knight made our evening so special by including the songs from the recently completed weekends. 

      We are so grateful to Pat Mayfield and Kelli Conlon who gave the witness talks and inspired all of 

us with their thoughts on how their Cursillo has impacted and strengthened their faith journey! 

Please see the calendar on our website, Curcillo-CICC.org for upcoming Ultreyas. You can mark your 

calendars now for the next Grand Reunion Ultreya which will be November 9, 2019 at Holy Name in 

Beech Grove. If you’d like to host an Ultreya at your parish, 

please reach out to us so we can make it fun, easy and in-

spirational.  

Your Postcursillo Chairs,  
Ellen Sanders, Cursillo #90 and 
 Steve Sanders, Cursillo #101,  
Postcursillo@cursillo-cicc.org. 

mailto:Postcursillo@cursillo-cicc.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Region IV Encounter 

April 6, 2019 

St. Joseph Retreat Center 

      
     There are 12 Regions that make up our National Cursillo Organization.  We belong to Region IV, which is made up of 
Indiana, parts of Illinois, Kentucky, Ohio.  Our Central Indiana Cursillo Community were hosts to the Region IV Spring En-
counter at St. Joseph’s Retreat Center.  Although it was raining outside, our Spirits were lifted inside as we listened and 
participated in the Encounter.   
     We were Blessed to have Bishop Timothy Doherty, Fr. Alex Waraksa (Spiritual Advisor for National Cursillo), Fr. Hum-
mer and 3 Deacons concelebrate Mass on Saturday late afternoon.  A great event to learn and be inspired. 

Indiana Catholic Women’s Conference Indianapolis 

March 23, 2019 

 

     A powerful day of Catholic women gathering to learn, pray, sing, visit and be inspired by witty, funny, inspirational 
speakers who came to help us grow closer to Christ and His Blessed Mother. 
     Prayer is the most powerful act we can do.   Prayers of Reparation are the “Golden Arrow” making reparation to the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus.   
     You have to plan your prayer life so you don’t get run over by life.  We must put God first and don’t let the world railroad 
your prayer life.  We want to be filled by the Lord and as the Lord fills us, we can then go out and give to others.  
     This and much more was shared with the enthusiastic Catholic ladies who came to share the day together and be en-
riched. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am among them” On Saturday,   February 9, 2019, Ul-
treya was held at All Saints Catholic Church in Logansport, IN. Attendance was around 50 Cursillista from various 
parishes.  
      Although it’s always nerve racking to have Ultreya during the winter months the Lord gave us perfect weather 
this night. We sang  songs, shared faith stories, we broke bread together, and had a spiritually enjoyable evening.  
      It’s always so rewarding to look out over the crowd on a cold Saturday night in February and see so many peo-
ple laughing one minute and deeply moved the next about something the Witness has said. This is exactly what 
Ultreya is all about. Building the bond of Cursillo through each other. 
 
 De Colores 
 Frank Slusser 
 All Saints Parish Coordinator 
 Cursillo #95  
Table of St. Gregory  
All Saint’s Logansport 
 
 



 

                                                                                

                                                                                 

                                                                                                       

                                                                       
                                                                    Ultreya 
                                                                                           By: Mark Scheller  

      St. Joseph Church in Lebanon hosted an Ultreya on Saturday evening, February 16, 2019. The theme 

for the evening was the connection between Cursillo and Kairos. The evening started with an opening 

prayer by Fr. Richard Weisenberger, pastor at St. Joseph Parish and a Cursillista. Following a pitch-in din-

ner and Bible Enthronement we had a video about Eduardo Bonnin (Founder of Cursillo) and how prison 

ministry helped him to use the Holy Spirit to allow Cursillo to succeed. If you would like to view the video 

which is 11 minutes long and well worth your time, please follow this link: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=P-eH68xHS1M . 

     Our first speaker for the evening was Mark Scheller, a member of St. Joseph Parish and I talked about 

how Cursillo had brought me closer to God and had put me on a journey to hopefully help others also 

come closer to God. This led me to become involved in Kairos which is a Cursillo Weekend for prison in-

mates. Kairos is a weekend retreat held inside the prison walls and is non-denominational. The Kairos 

weekend may even be the first time for some to ever really talk about God. Most are from many differ-

ent religions and they all come together to share a common goal, to learn about how God loves each of 

them. I discussed some of the details about a Kairos weekend as well as the team make-up. 

           Our second talk was given by Jim Weaver of St. Alphonsus Parish in Zionsville. Jim talked a lot 

about how in Cursillo everyone is Catholic and really coming from the same point of view, but in Kairos 

the inmates are of many different religions and the team is made-up of many different religions as well. 

He explains how wonderful it was to get to know and understand so many different religions and how 

truly spiritual each person truly is.  

          We then had a third talk given by Sandy Glotzbach of Sacred Heart Parish, Fowler. Sandy had re-

cently led a women’s Kairos weekend. She talked about what had led her to become involved in this 

ministry and how it has impacted her life’s journey. As she told her story, I do not think there was a dry 

eye in the hall. God truly blessed each one of us by hearing her story.  

     Following the talks, we heard a story read about the walls that we build up in our lives. This story is 

used on the Kairos weekend and is very impactful to all the inmates. We used the story as a topic for dis-

cussion between members at each of the tables. The questions were centered around the idea of the 

walls that each of us build in our own lives. 

           We then had Bible Retirement and closing songs lead by our music leaders David Leclere (St. Boni-

face, Lafayette), Virlee Weaver (St. Alphonsus, Zionsville), Angela Lennox (St. Joseph, Lebanon), and 

Dusty Vignes (St. Joseph, Lebanon).  



Visited Any Interesting Churches Lately….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
Bloomington, Indiana 

 
     St. Charles Borromeo is a living community of God’s people of faith — people who look to encoun-
ter God in the liturgy, the sacraments and through worship, teaching and service. 
       St. Charles Catholic Church is currently the faith home of over 1,000 families.  Situated in the 
heart of Bloomington, Indiana. 
     They support a Catholic School of 8 grades. 
     The Parish has a Eucharistic Adoration Chapel open from 12 am until midnight daily. 
 
 



 

         


