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From the Lay Directors Desk… 

Tom Scimeca 

             CICC Lay Director 

I hope this edition of the Voice finds you and 
your family safe and healthy! 
 
It is hard to believe that summer is almost 
over. We hope you had an opportunity to enjoy 
it with family and friends. 
 
I was happy to see smiles on the faces of all 
the Cursillistas I met at our most recent          
in-person Ultreyas in Lafayette and Zionsville. 
I was not only able to see their smiles because 
most were no longer wearing masks, but      
because people were happy to socialize, pray 
and sing together again after 18 months since 
our last Cursillo weekend. 

We are happy to announce we still plan on holding our weekends in October with very few 
restrictions. Our Men’s Team #123 has started formation and have 14 registered candidates 
and 16 openings to date. The Women’s Team #112 now holds the record for the longest   
formation since they began meeting in the fall of 2019. They currently have 27 registered 
candidates and 3 openings.   
 
St. Joseph’s does recommend that those that are not vaccinated wear a mask but it is not 
mandatory. We have secured additional rooms so we will have no more than two people per 
room (this fall only). Plenty of hand sanitizer and soap dispensers will also be available. No 
social distancing is required. 
 

We encourage the Cursillo community to sign up for meal help (5 people per meal) on our 
web site. If you help in the kitchen, you will be required to wear a hair net or cap, beard 
net, gloves and a mask (these will be provided). The web site is also ready for you to sign up 
for the 72 Hour Prayer Chain and to send General Palanca.  



Please remember to be at closing by 5:00 PM. We will try to have a small area in the chapel 

for those who prefer to be socially distanced and wear masks due to health concerns.  

 

We still need your help to sponsor more candidates not only for these weekends but for our   
upcoming spring weekends too. 
 
I am happy to announce that Mick Gillen accepted the position of Assistant Lay Director-    
Lafayette Diocese that I vacated last year. Pat Maher joins us as Assistant Lay Director-         
Indianapolis Diocese and Louisa LaGrotto accepted the position as Post Cursillo Chairperson. 
Welcome Mick, Pat and Louisa to the Secretariat! 
 
I am looking forward to seeing all of you in October. Please continue to pray for our teams and 
those that are still discerning to participate in our fall weekends. 
May the Lord be with you and your families! 
 
 

DECOLORES! 
Tom Scimeca 

               Assistant Lay Director Lafayette Diocese  

     Mick was originally born and raised in Ireland.  He immigrated to the USA and        

ultimately attended Purdue University where he met his wife, Shawn.  He and Shawn 

have 4 daughters and Mick will tell you that he is truly blessed.  Mick is a retired Law 

Enforcement Officer, having served with the Tippecanoe County Sheriff's Office, and 

now holds the title of Assist. Professor of Criminal Justice at Ivy Tech, where he     

teaches.   

     Mick was blessed to be the rector for week 121 and looks forward to doing        

whatever is asked of him to help Cursillo reach that person that may be lost like he 

once was.  May God please continue to bless our organization and may He bless the 

United States of America! 

 

Mick Gillen 
 Cursillo 99, 
 Table of St. Jude 
 St. Lawrence Parish, Lafayette IN 

 

                                                                              



Assistant Lay Director Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer 
goodness freely created man to make him share in his own 
blessed life. For this reason, at every time and in every place, 
God draws close to man. He calls man to seek him, to know 

him, to love him with all his strength. He calls together all men, scattered and divided by 
sin, into the unity of his family, the Church. To accomplish this, when the fullness of time 
had come, God sent his Son as Redeemer and Savior. In his Son and through him, he invites 
men to become, in the Holy Spirit, his adopted children and thus heirs of his blessed life. 
CCC:1 
 
This chapter from the Catechism of the Catholic Church is a reminder that God is pursuing 
(chasing) us and all we have to do is stop and let Him draw close to us. My involvement in 
Cursillo is a great example of this. I had been invited several times to attend Cursillo but al-
ways had a reason not to go. God was using Cursillistas to improve my relationship with 
Him, but I avoided Him. I thought if I said Yes to Cursillo, God would ask me to do some-
thing I did not want to do. Finally, I said Yes! If I had been aware of this chapter in the Cat-
echism, I might not have refused to attend Cursillo when first asked. God continues to draw 
close (chase) to me and all I have to do is surrender. Cursillo provides the tools and support 
to seek God (Piety), to know Him (Formation) and to love Him. I was called together with 
30 other men during Cursillo 89 (March 2003) into the Community of Cursillo. It did not 
end on Sunday but continued on my Fourth Day. I was sent forth to attend group reunion 
and evangelize the world after that 3-day week end. 
 
You may wonder if God had asked me to do anything I did not want to do. The answer is 
YES. When I first started looking for a group it seemed the meeting times were always 6:30 
am or 7:30 am on Saturday morning. After all Saturday was my sleep-in day. Finally, after 
about a year I surrendered because of a persistent John Hanagan. I started grouping every 
Saturday morning at 7:30 am. God knows best. Now I love grouping and I have joined an-
other group that meets at 6:30 a.m. 
 
Needless to say, too often I fall short and sin but I know God loves me and is constantly 
drawing close to me and asking to do one more thing so that I can express my love for Him. 
God has shown His love for me by surrounding me with companions for the journey. We 
can’t do this on our own, so God has sent His Son, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit and fellow 
pilgrims (Cursillistas) to walk together on this life journey. Our job is to surrender to God 
and be open to God’s Will in everything. 

Patrick Maher 

Cursillo 89 

Table of Saint Joseph 

Saints Peter and Paul Cathedral 



How do we prepare to do God’s Will? We prepare through Piety, Formation and Apostolic Ac-
tion, the foundation of Cursillo. God has blessed me with Cursillo. It is His Will that we invite 
others to Cursillo. When I talk to potential Cursillo candidates I tell them I have one regret. 
They are interested in this because they could use it to say “no” or “not now”. My one regret is 
that I did not go to Cursillo earlier. 
 
So, after all of this rambling, what I am trying to say is pretty simple. God loves us so much that 
He is pursuing us and all we have to do is stop, turn around, surrender, listen and do God’s Will. 
You are not alone. You have Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit and fellow Christians to walk with 
you. We are also asked to invite others to walk with us and attend a Cursillo weekend. 
 
Be Not Afraid. Jesus, I Trust in You. 
 

Patrick Maher 
Cursillo 89 
Table of Saint Joseph 
Saints Peter and Paul Cathedral 

                                      

Post Cursillo Chairperson 

¡Hola! Me llamo Louisa LaGrotto. I’m living my Cursillo Weekend #104 and 

still serving on the Women’s Team #112. I worship at St. Roch Catholic Church 

and   St. Mark the Evangelist Church in Indianapolis. This past spring, I         

discerned the opportunity to serve the CICC Secretariat in the role of Post 

Cursillo Coordinator and said “YES!” to the Holy Spirit and our Cursillo       

community in May 2021.  

 

My world rocks in two languages: English, my native tongue, and Spanish, the language that changed my 

life as a teenager and young adult. And yet, it is the living languages  of  spiritual discernment and prayer 

that make me leap for joy as a cursillista. As a retired Spanish teacher, I am living with more peace and 

purpose in my daily routine with these linguistic practices.  

 

I was born sixty years ago at the US Army Proving Grounds in Aberdeen, Maryland to my Catholic       

parents, Michael Joseph and Mary-Louise Nash. I am the oldest of four siblings and we lived our       

childhood in five states (on the East Coast & Midwest) by the time I was twelve. After completing my  

undergraduate studies from Indiana University-Bloomington and at La Universidad Complutense in    

Madrid, Spain, and a second year of teaching English in Madrid, I made Indiana my permanent             

residence.  



 

My husband, Tony, and I met at IU in 1979 as   
undergrads. After graduation, we spent a year in 
Madrid to perfect our crafts as budding              
educators. Today, we live and worship at St. Roch   
Catholic Church on the southside of Indianapolis, 
where Tony grew up and attended grade school. 
As a married couple now of 33 years, we have 
lived our lives with a common vocation as         
educators teaching our passion for the Spanish 
language and its cultures. 

 

My experience with Christ Renews His Parish in the Southside Deanery prepared me for the opportunity 
to participate in the Cursillo Movement. I made my Cursillo Weekend #104 in the Spring of 2016, as I was 
discerning a transition to leave my beloved classroom at Westlane Middle School and move to North 
Central High School, in MSD Washington Twp. While sitting at the Table of Humility, that wonderful 
weekend, I knew that the Holy Spirit was confirming my decision with comfort and profound peace. So, 
in the Fall of 2016, new challenges in higher levels of curriculum planning and older teenagers awaited 
me. I began my career as a high school teacher in 1990, and I would close my 30-year    career as one 
during a global pandemic in 2020! 

 

My Cursillo experiences have included serving on Team #107 and currently on Team #112. When I said 
YES to Therese Brandon, our rectora of Team #112 in November of 2019, I had already contemplated 
that the 2019-2020 school year might be my last. I knew that God was calling me to my Catholic faith in 
another direction with a new ministry. I needed to grow in humility and patience to hear the call of the 
Holy Spirit, and our  extended    formation on Team #112, became my new classroom! Our collective  
formation continues to respond to the many mysteries of the last two years. We have been poked and 
prodded to get real with our faith and see our world with new eyes and hearts. Our Team #112 is living 
the language of spiritual discernment and prayer because we are full of the Holy Spirit; We have found 
new ways to group reunion; We have attended Ultreyas  virtually, and now, again in person! My number 
one goal and objective as the Post Cursillo Coordinator is to ensure that we can live our Fourth Day   
forging new friendships with our group reunions and Ultreyas, across two dioceses, ever perfecting our 
ability to communicate in the languages of spiritual discernment and prayer with our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
¡De Colores!              
                               
Louisa LaGrotto 
 Cursillo #104 
Table of Humility 
 St. Roch Catholic Church 
 St. Mark the Evangelist Church, IN 

                                                                              

                                                                             



     Jennifer Burger asked me to be the rector for this weekend in February 2020. There have 
been quite a few changes since then, both in the world and in my personal life. There has been a 
continuing global pandemic that has changed the way we all live and interact with each other. 
There have been changes in the Cursillo leadership in Central Indiana (many of these changes 
were anticipated.) Three women’s and two men’s Cursillo weekends have been postponed. On a 
personal front, Molly and I have moved from Westfield, IN to Cibolo, TX. While all these 
changes have an impact, Our Lord is always there to help us navigate. 
 
     When I received a great job opportunity last summer, I discerned whether this was God’s 
will for me. I had accepted the role as Rector for the weekend, but I could not believe that God 
would present this new opportunity without some plan for me. I believe that the Cursillo method 
and community gave the ability to discern if this was truly God’s will for me. Why would God 
present me with this now? I was not looking for a new job. I was happy where I was. Why now? 
This is the point where you learn whether or not you truly trust in God. I trusted, because     
Cursillo allowed me to learn how to trust. I accepted the opportunity, moved 1000 miles from 
our children, and agreed to continue as Rector for Team 123. 
 
     I trusted God when making this decision on my future. There were still some questions in my 
mind about why Jennifer had discerned me to be the Rector when God had plans for me to 
move a long way from my home. This seemed like a great obstacle, but Our Lord has made it 
work. He made it possible to go through formation using virtual means. While I am certain this 
is not the best means, it can be done. God is good! While the postponements of the weekends 
have made building a team challenging, I am confident that Cursillo Team 123 is the team that 
the Holy Spirit wants to have. Trust in the Lord! If I have learned nothing else in the past 18 
months, it is that I must trust. Cursillo has done this for me. 
 
     As Team 123 is in formation, we are ready to resume these weekends as God wants. This is a 
team of dedicated men, willing to accept whatever God has in store for us and the new         
Cursillistas. I will be forever grateful for the men that God has asked me to use to help spread 
His word. I trust in the Lord, and know that he has given me the men he wants. 
 

Decolores, 
Mick Mirande 
Rector Team #123 

Men’s Cursillo #123 



 Spiritual Director Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

Spiritual Director Men’s Cursillo #123 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A New Pentecost 
 

          “The Word of God cannot be chained.”  These words of Saint Paul to his friend  
Timothy have been front and center in my mind and my prayer as we prepare for the  
resumption of our Cursillo weekends.  After the sabbatical imposed on us by the        
pandemic, we are joyfully preparing for Men’s Weekend 123 and Women’s Weekend 
112.  The pandemic and all the restrictions it has placed on our lives for the past year 
and a half cannot chain the Word of God.  The Holy Spirit keeps God’s creative, saving, 
sanctifying Word alive and well among us. 
 
     That Word was first unleashed on Pentecost Sunday and transformed the minds and 
hearts of the Apostles.  That same Word is unleashed anew at every Cursillo Weekend, 
recreating the minds and hearts of Cursillistas, bringing alive in a new way God’s saving 
work in our lives and calling us to a new standard of holiness. 
 
     We have patiently and prayerfully awaited the opportunity to hold Cursillo Weekends 
again and that opportunity is now upon us.  Knowing that the Word of God cannot be 
chained, let us ‘fasten our pew belts’ as the Holy Spirit is unleashed upon the men and 
women of Cursillo 123 and 112 and as we look forward to all the weekends that, by 
God’s grace, will follow! 
 
     “Come, Holy Spirit, come, and renew the face of the earth!” 
 
 
Fr. Todd Riebe 
Spiritual Director 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis 
 
 
 



                        Women’s Cursillo #112 

       

Dear CURSILLO Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
My name is Therese Brandon. I worship at Holy Name Parish in Beech Grove. My Cursillo journey started 
on women’s Cursillo 80 in the spring of 2004 at the beautiful St. Bernadette’s retreat center. 
 
The Cursillo movement changed my faith life and general “way of living” immediately in 2004. The   
weekend, the women, St. Bernadette’s, the music, the Rollos and the community immediately added to the 
foundation that was started by my beloved parents and siblings. 
 
The commitment sheet was important as it was then that I promised to participate in grouping, I promised 
to try and sponsor people every year and bring it up to someone and pray that they would consider         
attending a weekend. I promised to always be willing to Say YES to working team if that was God’s plan 
and I was asked. 
 
Some 17 years later, I stand completely Humbled and Honored to have been asked to be the Rectora for 
the Fall of 2020 and the spring and fall of 2021. (#COVIDcantstopjesusloveforus…) I was asked .....to 
trust....to surrender....to let go and Let God lead me through this return to the “Cradle Cursillo” that was 
originally designed and planned by Eduardo Bonnin. The Step by Step program has helped me to better 
understand what Mr. Bonnin had given to us to carry on. Basically, he has left this beautiful movement in 
Christianity as an inheritance to us ....to treasure, to care for and to protect. What a beautiful gift and    
treasure I have found in his Spiritual Testament. 
 
My recommendations to the formation team will be .... Don’t anticipate ...just surrender ...breath in God 
and breath out HIS love... give completely all you have to God ...allow yourself to relax and accept all the 
love and experience he is trying to give. However, at the beginning of the first formation in January of 
2020 we had no idea the plans God had for us. With the help of our Spiritual Advisor, Father Dan Duff, we 
have prayed for sufficient Grace to accept all the delays, postponements and disappointments, knowing 
that Gods plan is much greater than our own and in HIM we must completely surrender our very being. 
 
I am looking forward to the new changes that will allow the Candidates/ Cursillistas to encounter herself, 
Christ and Others in a simple fashion during their Cursillo experience. I am looking forward to meeting 
these women that Jesus has called this particular weekend OCTOBER 2021. 
 
I’d like to thank the Cursillo community for all the love, support and constant prayer as we begin the 
Women’s Cursillo Fall #112. We ask for continued prayer and for all to make a friend....Be a friend and 
invite a friend to Christ. 
 
 
DeColores  
Therese Brandon 
 Fall women’s #112 Rectora 2021 



                           Spiritual Director Women’s Team #112 

Spiritual Advisor Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Please pray for the coming Men’s and Women’s weekends. Please pray, first of 
all, that the weekends may take place as scheduled (and without any additional 
covid restrictions) and secondly that God may touch hearts during them. 
 
I ask you to pray especially for the women’s team. This women’s team has set 
records that will be hard to beat! and that no one wants to beat! They have set 
the record for the longest time in formation (having originally been scheduled 
to put on the spring 2020 weekend)!  
 
They have had team members that are not able to serve the weekend despite  
being a part of formation. They have had new team members join team with  
little formation time left. They have had team members switch roles for the 
weekend. They have called the women planning to attend the weekend multiple 
times to keep them abreast of the situation as time rolled on. Anyone of these 
things could pose serious challenges for a team, but with the steady prayerful 
leadership by Rectora, Therese Brandon, the team has charged forward ready to 
be instruments of God on this Cursillo weekend. God has great plans for this 
weekend! 
 
In Christ, 

Fr. Dan Duff 
Spiritual Director Women’s Team 112 
Spiritual Advisor Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana 
 

 



The Rooster Crows Again 

 
 
¡De Colores! 
A new day arrives 
The sun has ascended 
To brighten our lives 
 
 
The roster crows again 
It’s time for us to rise 
And praise God for His blessings 
As we look up to the skies 
 
 
We witness a thorough palette 
That washes o’er the land 
We offer Him our actions 

And give others our hand 

Steve Koch 
Peoria Cursillo 1027 
Table of St. Felicianus 
St. Malachy Parish, Brownsburg, IN 



 

• Title: Be Cool - Go To School (of Leaders) 
• Date: October 23, 2021 
• Time: 9:00 AM EDT - 10:30 AM EDT 
•  
Description: All are encouraged to attend the October 23rd CICC 
School of Leaders Program where we will cover such topics such as 
"School of Leaders - What is it and Why" and much more. This is our 
first program of 2021, you can join us via Zoom and we are looking 
forward to seeing you there. If you have any questions or if you 
would like to receive a calendar invitation with the Zoom info, 
please email us at school@cursillo-cicc.org. 
 
       Zoom Information: 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://Precoa.zoom.us/j/95601098935 
Meeting ID: 956 0109 8935 
 
One tap mobile 
+16468769923,,95601098935# US (New York) 
 
Dial by your location: 
     +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
     Meeting ID: 956 0109 8935 
  
     https://Precoa.zoom.us/skype/95601098935  

        School of Leaders 



   My National Encounter with a Friend of Eduardo Bonnín 

Why should cursillistas attend a National 
Encounter as a healthy fourth-day practice? 
Because Eduardo Bonnín insisted that the 
Cursillos de Cristiandad method is not a 
doctrine but a reality that must be lived and 
shared in friendship. Hence, the title of the 
31st National Encounter was appropriately 
called “United in Friendship”. Ever since I 
found out that Eduardo Bonnín, founder of 
the Cursillo movement was from Spain, I 
wished that I could have met him personally 
sharing in Spanish my enthusiasm for the 
spiritual gifts I have received since my 
Weekend, #104, in the spring of 2016. 
 
Never did I think when I attended the 31st 
National Encounter in late July of this year, 
that I would meet a Spaniard, Manuel     
Fernández, who knew Eduardo Bonnín   
personally. Manuel met Eduardo Bonnín 
through a rollo while attending a Men’s 
Weekend in Spain, “several” decades ago. 
 
 Immediately after logging onto Zoom to 
begin the National Encounter, I felt a vibrant 
energy among the other cursillistas waiting 
for the events to begin and after each rollo 
was completed. In part, the energy was a 
sensation felt through three languages:  
English, Spanish and Vietnamese spoken all 
at the same time. What a spiritual             
cacophony invading my ears, eyes and 
heart. In the environment of a live Zoom 
encounter, the Holy Spirit brought the love 
of God, friendship and each person to      
experience Christ as she or he understood 
Him. And, I would gain the courage to meet 
a friend of the founder of Cursillo. 

On the second day of the National En-
counter, I listened with great care to the 
second rollo given in Spanish by Manuel 
Fernández from Spain. In his rollo he was 
defining the various groups of friends 
that make up his communities based on 
common interests (film and literature, 
travel, childhood) and he commented, 
“Books are not enough, nor travel, nor 
childhood memories. I have concluded 
that it is goodness, they are all good 
people, and I am sure that you too have 
friends to whom you are united only by 
goodness. And isn’t that what Christ 
said for us to do? - ‘Love one another, so 
that all will know that you are my       
disciples.’” 
 
Manuel, a film enthusiast, describes the 
film of his life with a universal theme: the 
search for the meaning of life, fulfillment 
and love. He reminds us, “…that we are 
fortunate, because in our scripts it says, 
in very large letters: Christ, Person and 
Friendship.” Rhetorically, Manuel goes 
on to ask us why do we say in Cursillo:  
Christ, Person and Friendship? His         
response, his idea, is simple, “…we say 
Christ, because Christ is also the         
Fundamental Christianity, is the Gospel 
itself, which is the basis that supports 
the path of friendship towards the love 
of God that the Cursillos de Cristiandad 
are. …We want each man or woman to 
make his or her own worldly and       
spiritual decisions, to live his or faith, to 
make his or her own way, and to          
become part of a Church of people.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow! I was blown away (¡Manuel me chifló!) So, 
after all the rollos were completed and we were 
waiting for the final mass to begin, I was surfing 
through the Zoom faces and found Manuel,  
fondly called Manolo, by other Spanish speakers, 
chatting with a few who were able to get a word 
in. Honestly, I thought my chances were slim, but 
I tried by asking him in Spanish if he spoke with 
Eduardo B. in Spanish or the Mallorquín            
language. That got Manolo’s attention and, I, the 
only gringa present, listened to Manolo’s humble 
answer that Spanish was the preferred language 
of their friendship. So, I will conclude with this 
thought, on July 24, I did indeed get to meet     
Eduardo Bonnín through my encounter with    
Manuel Fernández, because sharing oral stories 
reminds me that we get to know Christ better 
each day, we witness the gifts of His presence in 
our life one person at a time, one group reunion 
or Ultreya at a time. ¡De colores! –  
 

 Louisa LaGrotto 

 Cursillo #104 

Table of Humility 

 St. Roch Catholic Church 

                     St. Mark the Evangelist Church, IN 

       Manuel Fernández  



Did you know that Cursillo has a Facebook page? 
 

https://www.facebook.com/cursillocicc 
 

Like our page to be informed of Cursillo events and notifications. 
It is another way to stay connected with fellow Cursillistas. 

The Indiana Catholic Women's Conference is a special day for women across Indiana 
to hear wonderful nationally known Catholic speakers. 

 
Indiana Catholic Women's Conference 2021  

To register 

 



        Visited Any Interesting Archabbey’s Lately?..... 

Saint Meinrad Archabbey 
St. Meinrad, Indiana 

     Indiana is the home of one of only two archabbeys in the United States, and it’s something many 
Hoosiers don’t know about. The other U.S. archabbey is located in Pennsylvania. There are a total of only 
11 archabbeys in the world. 
 
The Benedictine monastery was founded in 1854. It is home to about 80 monks that operate the Saint 
Meinrad Seminary and School of Theology, Abbey Casket, the Archabbey Gift Shop, the Scholar Shop   

bookstore, and Care Notes, a printer/publisher 

of spiritual booklets. 

  

     The monks dedicate their lives to prayer and 

work, prayer five times a day, in the  

morning, noon, or evening prayer and mass. 

  

          The town of St. Meinrad is a bit off the 

beaten path, but it is worth the trip just to step 

inside the church - A Beautiful, Sacred Place. 

The grounds are incredibly tranquil and quiet -  

a very peaceful place. 

  


