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Tom Scimeca 

  CICC Lay Director 

 

From the Lay Directors Desk… 

I hope this edition of the Voice finds you and your  
family healthy and safe! 
 
                           HAPPY EASTER! 
 
It is such a joyous occasion to see all of our Churches 
filled at Easter and you can smell the scent of the Easter 
flowers all around the Church as we celebrate Christ’s 
Resurrection. As new Catholics enter the church, we 
also welcome 18 men and 17 women into our Central 
Indiana Cursillo Community. 

It was great to see many of you at the Reunion Ultreya and thanks to St. Simons Parish for  
hosting this event. We thank Matthew Murphy and Karla Richey for sharing their faith journey 
and explaining how the “Fire of the Holy Spirit” touched them on each of their weekends. May 
the Holy Spirit be with all of our new Cursillistas on your 4th day! 
 
I am happy to announce that our fall Rector and Rectora will be John Hochstetler and Ellen 
Sanders. They are already preparing for the next weekends. As always, we ask for your prayers 
for the Holy Spirit to be with them and for those discerning to be on the teams as well as those 
who are thinking about participating on a weekend. 
 
The Secretariat has decided that with increased costs for food and supplies, it is time to make an 
adjustment to our weekend fee. The new price will be $195.00 which includes the                  
non-refundable $25.00 deposit. As we have stated before, lack of funds should not discourage     
anyone from attending the weekend. This adjustment has been made on our web site              
application. Please note that the address where these should be sent has also changed. We ask 
that you discard any former blank applications from your computers or from information areas 
at your parishes. 



The National Cursillo Encounter is to be held at Chapman University in Orange, CA. on       
July 21 -24, 2022. Registration is now open on the National Cursillo web site -                                
https://www.natl-cursillo.org/. 
 
SAVE THE DATE! CICC has offered to host the Region IV Fall Cursillo Encounter on      
November 11 -13, 2022 at the Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House in Indianapolis. Program  
details and registration information will be coming soon. 
 
Have a Blessed Easter season! 
 

DECOLORES! 
Tom Scimeca 

Missed a School of Leaders?? 

Want to hear it Again?? 

Found on the http:/cursillo-cicc.org website 
Under the Postcursillo Section 

Hover over and find the dropdown to  
School of Leaders 

 



 
                            

                         Men’s Central Indiana Cursillo #124 March 3-6, 2022 
 
 

Gospel of Luke, and one of them, realizing he had been healed, returned,                                                                    
glorifying God in a loud voice; and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him.                        

He was a Samaritan. 
 

Please join the men of Cursillo 124 in thanking God for Fr. David Huemmer, the Sisters of 
St. Joseph, the Saint Joseph Retreat & Conference Center and for the graces God bestowed 
on our Cursillo weekend. 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, "Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture, then, are 
bound closely together, and communicate one with the other. For both of them, flowing out 

from the same divine well-spring, come together in some fashion to form one thing, and 
move towards the same goal." Each of them makes present and fruitful in the Church the 
mystery of Christ, who promised to remain with his own "always, to the close of the age". 

 
During the Cursillo weekend Father Huemmer celebrated Mass, the Sacrament of             
Reconciliation, offered spiritual direction, and provided hospitality. 
 
Father Huemmer brought the history and humanity of the Sisters of St. Joseph to life. 
 
Cursillo 124 walked in our sister’s footsteps. We ate in their kitchen, strolled were the     
sisters strolled, gazed at the sacred art and images the sisters gazed at, and worshipped in 
their Church. Cursillo 124 encountered the same Risen Christ the sisters encountered. 
 
Fr. David Huemmer is instrumental in making the Saint Joseph Retreat Center the diocesan 
destination for spirituality, hospitality, and an encounter with Christ. 
 
The Central Indiana Cursillo movement is blessed to call the Saint Joseph Retreat &     
Conference Center home. 
 
God, bless— 
-matt 
 

Matt Schlimgen 

Rector of Men’s Cursillo #124 



Men’s Cursillo # 124, March 3 – 6, 2022 

 

New Cursillistias: 

Tim Jacobs, Bob Zahn, J. Beland, Trey Scruggs, Bobby Armstrong, Matt Murphy, Benjamin 
Slocum, Zac "Shew" Shewmaker, Steve Stevens, Sal Vincent, Brendan O'Neill, Humberto 
Martinez, William "Wild Bill" Beckman Jr., Nathaniel White, Tom O'Grady, James            
Defalque, Steve Sproull, Chris Mabarak 
 
 
 
Team: 

Michael  Anderson, Dan Farrell, Kevin Welsh, Tim  Stark, Doug Huber, Bill Cass, Tom 
Derksen, Bob Hubanks, Joe Rice, Matt Schlimgen, Rex Craig, Chris Doerr, 
Pat Maher, Deacon Gary Blackwell, John Fangman, Michael  Hemmelgarn,  
Peter Santerre, Eric Marasco, Alvin Verceles, RJ Salewicz, Lucky Sample 
 
 



Men’s Cursillo # 124 

March 2 – 6, 2022 

Women’s Cursillo # 113 

March 17 – 20, 2022 

Paintings – Gift of 
Ward Degler 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Women’s Cursillo # 113 was a truly Joyous, Spirit Filled weekend. The numbers may have been 
small, but the Blessings were for sure Large! 
 
We were Blessed to begin on St. Patrick’s day, and enjoy the Feast of St. Joseph at the St. Joseph 
Retreat Center (how awesome is that!). God is so Good, even with starting the day behind on the 
19th (Mass being an hour instead of the scheduled ½ Hour), we ended the day on time. The  
weekend truly was God’s weekend and we let Him be in charge of the time. His timing is         
ALWAYS best! 
 
The new Cursillistas were able to get a clearer picture of Grace, when it begins, how we           
cooperate with God to receive it and what we do to put obstacles out of its way from 5 very   
humble and spiritual religious. It was a joy for me to be able to have the ladies hear from 4 of the 
wonderful priests I have been so honored to have worked with in the past. The ladies were able to 
interact with the priests and sister in a very natural and relaxed way. It was beautiful to watch. 
 
As the weekend unfolded, we had illness among the Team and their families, however everyone 
just adapted quickly and remained dedicated to share the love they have for Jesus. During        
formation there was such a spirit of love even as we worked through the new Step-by-Step  
changes. From the first meeting to the Closing on March 20th, there was a joyful Spirit peppered 
often with laughter as everyone seemed to know just what needed done. This spirit made the 
team’s interaction with the new Cursillistas form friendships easily. Our new sisters in Christ 
jumped in right away with what we asked of them on Thursday. They offered their cooperation, 
dedication, and spirit of charity and shared with enthusiasm. 
 
During the time of preparation and into the Weekend, I am sure that the Spirit carried me.  I don’t 
remember a time that I was calmer and more at ease. It was honestly some of the best days I can 
remember. I was with and supported by some of the most wonderful women I know, and we   
welcomed 17 most beautiful ladies to Cursillo. My prayer along the way was for the new        
Cursillistas to really feel that God knows them by name, loves them and is with them as they   
carry His love out into the world. 
 
What an Awesome God we serve! 
De Colores! 
 
In Humble Service, 
Teresa Keay 
Rectora of Cursillo # 113 
 

     Women’s  

 Cursillo   # 113   

March 17 – 20, 2022  



Women Cursillo # 113—March 17—20, 2022 

New Cursillistas: 
 
Linda Clodfelter, Kathy Comado, Kay FeFreese, Bella LaMar, Ruby Laux-Jacobs, Le'Ann 
Linsmeyer, Gloria Mahor, Kimberly Minnicus, Ann Minnicus, Mary Nerburn, Melanie  
Perhacs, Karla Richey, Maraline Rogers, Portland Schnitzius, Tricia Shaffner, Kathleen  
Sipple, Gael Wasserman 
 
Team: 
 
Kristi Brenner, Patty Brooks, Barb Bunnell, Jennifer Burger, Chris Carlyle, Tona Cole,  
Kelli Conlon, Kelly DeSchryver, Jeannie Eurit, Karen Grotehouse, Lauren Hays, Reba 
James, Angie Kaufman, Sheila Kaufman, Teresa Keay, Kathy Kirk, Mary Hetz, Sarah Imel, 
Grace Massing, Michele Matson, Eileen McManus, Lynne Neiers, Fr. Dominic Petan,   
Millie Richardson, Lisa Sassman, Maribeth Shewmaker, Mary Springman,                     
Amy Strassburger, Patty Street, Jane Swindan, Virlee Weaver, Shirley Young 



Grand Reunion Ultreya 

St. Simon the Apostle Catholic Church 

April 9, 2022 

One of our largest Ultreya’s 
since  Covid.  An evening of 
Prayer – Song- Friendship & 
Conversation. 

     Our Speaker from the Men’s Cursillo # 124 was Matt 
Murphy.  He shared that for the world to change, our hearts 
must change and be restored with Grace and purpose. His 
heart most assuredly was changed.  He emphasized that it is 
important for us to share our faith and testimony as we  
constantly strive to be Holy.  God will make Himself known 
to us.  We are all a work in progress. As Christians, we build 
our lives of faith together. 

     The Women’s Cursillo # 113 Speaker was Karla Richey. As she 
shared that she has worked with  High School kids for 10 years 
and her faith was connected, grounded and growing but 
through Cursillo, she gained a better understanding of Grace – 
Sanctifying and Actual Grace.  She had to shed her protective 
“umbrella” to receive ALL of God’s Graces.  
     She referred to the song, “Here I Am Lord”, stating that we 
have a mission to see the face of God in the union of             
community during the weekend and their joyfulness that         
increased her faith, hope, and love to change the world. 

Hand in Hand,  

Shoulder to Shoulder we sang…. 

Our God Reigns!! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

We have now completed our 2nd set of weekends since Covid shut us down. 
PRAISE THE LORD! The Holy Spirit was active on these weekends with many 
blessings flowing from them. If you know any of the new Cursillistas, take a      
moment to check in with them about their experience and see if they joined a 
group reunion. When we make a friend, be a friend, and bring a friend to Christ, it 
doesn’t end there. The friendship continues, so continue to be a friend. 

Recently a brother priest told his parishioners (playing off President Kennedy’s 
famous words), “Ask not what your parish can do for you, ask what you can do 
for your parish.” And so, I take another spin on these and suggest to you, “Ask 
not what Cursillo can do for you, ask what you can do for Cursillo.” In light of 
this, I encourage you to reflect on your 3 day Cursillo and your involvement in 
Cursillo since then. Are you a part of a group reunion? Have you attended a 
School of Leaders meeting? Have you done palanca? Have you attended a      
closing? Have you been a part of the prayer chain? 

The new rector and rectora are putting their teams together for the fall weekends. 

Please keep them and their teams in your prayers, that God may work through 

them. 

In Christ, 
 
Fr. Dan Duff 
Spiritual Director 
Diocese of Lafayette in Indiana 
  



 

       

In the Footsteps of Saint Paul 

                                

 

As I write these lines for the Voice, I have just returned from a pilgrimage to Greece and  
Turkey. It was an opportunity to walk in the footsteps of Saint Paul, the great evangelizer. 
We traced the steps of Saint Paul, visiting the places where Paul lived and preached during 
his second missionary journey. The pilgrimage was sponsored by Saint Meinrad and among 
the pilgrims were fellow Cursillistas, Virginia and Pat Maher and David Stuhldreher. 

Saint Paul is the patron saint of our Cursillo movement and I cannot imagine any better      
patron. Talk about evangelizing one’s environment! It is estimated that Paul travelled 10,000 
miles on his three missionary journeys, bringing the Good News of Jesus everywhere he 
went. 

The pilgrimage gave me many new insights into Saint Paul and his passion for                
evangelization. One of the highlights of the pilgrimage for me was our visit to Athens and 
the opportunity to visit the Areopagus where Paul preached on the ‘unknown god’ to whom 
the Athenians had built a shrine. That sermon, recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, shows 
Paul’s brilliance as he met the Athenians where they were and, then, brought them the good 
news of Jesus Christ. 

During the pilgrimage I came to appreciate, more and more, the good news that Paul was 
bringing to people throughout Asia Minor and Greece. I had to ‘dust off’ my knowledge of 
the ancient gods of the Greeks and Romans to whom magnificent shrines and temples were 
built and whose ruins are archeological treasures. These gods were capricious gods who used 
human beings as pawns and playthings. The God and Father of Jesus that Saint Paul 
preached is a very different God – a God of love and kindness – a God who is hopelessly in 
love with us. Our God is a God who so loved the world that he sent his only Son, not to   
condemn the world, but to save the world. Talk about good news! 

Saint Paul gives us the method for our evangelization. We, too, are called to meet people 
where they are and bring them the good news of Jesus. Our very lives must ‘preach’ this 
good news to a world that has never heard it or has forgotten it and is in need of                    
re-evangelization. This is the work that God entrusts to our hands as Cursillistas. Following 
the pilgrimage, I appreciate more than ever the power of the words, “Saint Paul, pray for 
us!” 

De Colores! 

Fr. Todd 

Fr. Todd Riebe 
Spiritual Director 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis 



                      

                     The Legacy of Friendship 

                                    Continues in All of Us  

   

Have you ever attended a strategic planning meeting and left on “Cloud 9” with 
the Holy Spirit burning inside you? Yes? Not sure? Well, I did. And, such a 
meeting took place in January of 2022, at Christ the King Catholic Church in 

Indianapolis, with our most hospitable host, Fr. Todd Riebe, our Secretariat’s Spiritual Advisor for the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis. In that meeting there was a new focus on having small group conversations on 
two topics echoing a School of Leaders session held in December of 2021: friendship group reunions and 
sponsorships. We looked at how the elements of these two fundamental aspects serve the methodology of 
the Cursillo movement, here in Central Indiana, currently. 

This reminded me of a special kind of gathering that began in 1994, known as Conversations of Cala  
Figuera, named after the small fishing village in Mallorca where the first Cursillo was held. The Mallorcan 
leadership assisted Eduardo Bonnín in meeting with Cursillistas from around the world who were 
“genuinely interested in understanding and therefore living the authentic Cursillo; what has become known 
as living the Foundational Charism”. [Source: My Spiritual Testament: The Legacy Continues Through All 
Cursillistas] Our friendly discussions on that frigid day, were bold, direct, and quite lively. When our small 
groups rejoined to “share out” our findings, we noticed how connected, cyclically, sponsorships and  
friendship group reunions are to each other. [Check out CICC’s website under the tab, School of Leaders, 
and there you will find two excellent recordings on Sponsorship and Friendship Group Reunions.] 

In 2022, we are addressing both by redefining & educating these essential parts of the methodology        
experienced in Precursillo, the 3-Day Cursillo, and Postcursillo to our Cursillo community. With the help 
of the School of Leaders and the Secretariat, we will also educate the Cursillo community on the important 
role of sponsorship after the 3-Day Weekend by supporting our new Cursillistas in living their 4th day via 
friendship group reunions and Ultreyas in their environments. The Leaders’ Manual reminds us that 
“The primary objective of the Postcursillo is to provide the means for each person to persevere to strive to 
live a Christian life, being like the leaven in the yeast within their own unique place where God planted 
them, in the world and in their environments.” (Pg. 123) 

Ok, back to my burning heart, during this past winter I was attending a Bible study on St. Paul’s letter to 
the Ephesians. We were discussing St. Paul’s different evangelization methods used with the people of 
Ephesus. We crossed-referenced Acts 19 & 20, and I realized St. Paul’s gift of teaching in small groups in 
the streets, house to house, or in the synagogue as the audiences differed in needs and understanding. I was 
eager to share that St. Paul was adapting to the environments of the Ephesians, to share the Gospel and sing 
praise of His Glorious Grace. And then, I joyously noted why St. Paul is our Patron Saint of Cursillo. The 
leader of the study group smiled politely, and I turned to the back of the room where a Cursillista-friend 
was seated and we smiled at each other noting that our friendship is a reflection of the legacy left by our 
founder of the movement and living on in our local environment ¡De colores! 

Louisa LaGrotto 
Post Cursillo Coordinator, CICC 



In mid-March, I had the opportunity to represent CICC at the Region IV Spring Encounter. This 
year, it was held in person in Benton, TN. The grounds of Christ Prince of Peace Retreat Center 
were the perfect setting to learn more about the underlying principles of Step-by-Step [Paso a paso] 
as they are being more incorporated into each Cursillo weekend in our Region IV. 

Five rollos gave us the structure to listen, echo and discuss in groups what is most important in 
keeping ourselves authentic to the founder’s, Eduardo Bonnín, intention for the Cursillo movement. 
The rollos  included: The Life of the Founder and History of Cursillo, Charism: Encounter with 
Self, Charism:  Encounter with Christ, Charism: Encounter with Others and Enculturation: 
“Becoming an Encultured Christian”. 

The last rollo intrigued me the most because it provided us all with understanding of why          
evangelization occurs best in one’s own environment - one person at a time. Bernadette Charlton, 
Region IV Lay Director, shared Eduardo Bonnín’s definition of enculturation as “the process 
whereby individuals learn their group’s culture through experience, observation, and education. It 
is necessary to understand culture in the sense of ‘collective beliefs and observable behaviors        
resulting in characteristics of a determined group’ (in our case, cristianismo and Cursillos).         
Another term that continues this process is to enculturate defined as to change, modify, or adapt 
(beliefs, behaviors, ideas etc.) by means of enculturation. [Historia de un carisma, p. 220, Bonnín] 
Charlotte gave us the example of Jesus growing up in his first culture as a Jew. He lived his Judaism 
at home and in the community,  learning from his elders, surrounded in Jewish values, and           
immersed in Hebraic traditions from his earthly ancestors until he became a good  practicing Jew. 
[Bonnín, p. 221] In time, Jesus began to understand things under a different light, such that the 
principle of his earthly ministry would be identified by him through his word and deeds with a new 
and different scale of norms and values to be known as a new culture. Here,  Eduardo questioned 
how Jesus established this new culture. Eduardo responded that Jesus did it through enculturation. 
Jesus lived these new ways of understanding life and shared them with his friends until that which 
was attractive, experienced, observed, and heard by his friends convinced them to change, modify 
and adapt their beliefs, their inherited or Jewish beliefs, to a new set of  ideas of the new culture: 
cristianismo. [Bonnín, p. 221] The message shared in Charlotte’s rollo is complex and simple. We 
must constantly remind ourselves of Eduardo’s mentality of forming and sharing the Charism of 
Friendship via our Christian life (cristianismo). Cursillos de Cristiandad (Cursillos in Christianity) 
in a very true sense is a movement dedicated to “enculturize” (“enculturizar”), a method of       
Christian enculturation. [Bonnín, p. 222] Cursillos became the enculturation of peoples whose love 
of God is experienced through encounters. Throughout the years, though, adaptations of practices 
of the 3-Day weekend became the goal of the movement and there was a loss of the focus to love and 
support the new Cursillistas in their “4th day”, where the encounters with  others (enculturation) 
live. At the National level of Cursillos in Christianity, the movement has anchored its purpose to  
return to the authenticity and simplicity of Eduardo Bonnín’s charism and its method to be       
practiced in all aspects of Cursillo: Precursillo (sponsorship and making and being friends),  3-Day 
Cursillo (Step by Step method) and  Postcursillo (sponsorship, friendship group reunions,  ultreyas, 
School of Leaders). Let us all  become encultured Christians in the movement with grace and love in 
the spirit of Eduardo’s Charism of Friendship. 

 

¡De colores! - Louisa LaGrotto 

Post Cursillo Coordinator CICC 

Enculturation: Becoming an Encultured Christian as Presented  

in Region IV Spring Encounter on March 18-20, 2022 



 Zionsville Ultreya Picnic 

 

 Saturday, August 6th 
 

Home of Jim & Virlee Weaver                     
5805 S 800 E, Zionsville 

 
Arrive 5:30 - 6:00 p.m. 

Pitch-in Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
Music & Witness Speaker 7:00 p.m. 

 
Bring a pitch-in item, & a lawn chair (if you wish) 

 

 
The Lafayette Cursillo Community is happy to invite you to join us  

at our Ultreya   
on Saturday, April 23 at 7:00 PM 
And Saturday, May 21 at 7:00 PM 

at St Lawrence Parish Hall in Lafayette. 
Ultreyas are open to anyone interested in Cursillo.   

Please bring a snack to share and a friend! Help us to grow 
In the understanding and practice of our Catholic faith. 

                                Plans are in the works for a picnic. Details TBD. 

For more information about this ultreya or any questions about Cursillo contact 

 Tim and Eileen Hays at tehays@comcast.net. 
 


