
 

         Central Indiana Cursillo Community                      August 2022 

 

 

Tom Scimeca 

        CICC Lay Director 

From the Lay Directors Desk… 

I hope you and your families have been enjoying a great  
summer! 
 
I was happy to see all the Cursillistas at our most recent  
Ultreya in Zionsville. We thank Virlee and Jim Weaver for  
hosting this at their home. 
 
John Hochstetler, our fall Rector and Team #125 have  
started their formation and they have 4 registered candidates  
and 26 openings to date.  
 
Ellen Sanders, our fall Rectora and Team #114 have just started their formation and they 
have 5 registered candidates and 25 openings. With only a few months before we start        
the weekends, we hope you have introduced Cursillo to others and plan to bring  
them as new candidates this fall. If you do sponsor, please think about a friendship 
group reunion that they can attend. 
 
CICC has tried over the years to maintain the pricing to attend our weekends. This has been 
accomplished by the wonderful generosity of our Cursillo Community. However, we are 
seeing our expenses increase and we have had to raise the cost to attend a weekend to 
$195.00 which includes the non-refundable deposit of $25.00. Your continued support is 
truly appreciated! 
 
We encourage the Cursillo Community to sign up for meal help on our web site. If you help 
in the kitchen, you will be required to wear a hair net or cap, beard net, gloves and a mask 
(these will be provided). The web site is also ready for you to sign up for the 72 Hour  
Prayer Chain and to send General Palanca. Please remember to be at closing by 5:00 PM 
Sunday, October 2 and Sunday, October 16. 



ROAD ALERT! 
Division Road is closed at US 31 from April 2022 to April 2024. Please allow extra time 
and utilize mapping apps when driving to St. Joseph’s Retreat Center.  Please see the map 
below. 
 
Please save the date of November 5 for our Reunion Ultreya at Holy Name of Jesus Parish 
in Beech Grove. Also, CICC has offered to sponsor a Regional Encounter at Our Lady of 
Fatima Retreat House on November 11-13. Our Midwest Regional Service team will be           
conducting this event. More details will follow later this summer. 
 
On behalf of the Secretariat and the Central Indiana Cursillo community, I would like to 
thank Patrick Mitchell, our Precursillo Chairperson and Teresa Keay, our Secretary for 
serving on the Secretariat for the last three years. I welcome Joe and Becky Rice, who are 
our new Precursillo Chairpersons and Kim Zachery, who has accepted our Secretary      
position. You will see articles about them later in this publication. 
 
Please enjoy the rest of the summer and I am looking forward to seeing you at our monthly 
School of Leaders meetings, Ultreyas and closings. Please continue to pray for our teams 
and those that are still discerning to participate in our weekends. 
 
May the Lord be with you always! 
DECOLORES! 
Tom Scimeca 

 

 

 



Upcoming Weekends 

Women’s Cursillo # 114 
October 13 – 16, 2022 

Ellen Sanders 
Rectora of Women’s Cursillo # 114 

Men’s Cursillo # 125 
September 29 -October 2, 2022 

John Hochstetler 
Rector of Men’s Cursillo # 125 



         

 

What Cursillo means to me… 

 

Anticipation… yes, yes, I know, we aren’t supposed to anticipate! But as I write this, we are exactly one week 
away from our first formation meeting in preparation for the Men’s Cursillo weekend #125. Throughout the 
process of forming a team and the organization that goes into preparing for these  meetings, I continually 
think about the first moment I will look around at the team I helped create with the purpose of serving our 
Lord in bringing other men closer to God and anticipate the  emotion that will come over me. 

As I reflect on my own Cursillo weekend (#94), I can still recall standing in front of a crowd and stating how 
foolish I was to think I had a relationship with God prior to the weekend. That all changed over the 3.5 days 
at our beloved St. Bernadette’s. I was joined by 5 other men from St. Simon, my home parish, and felt a    
connection to them all. I was placed at a table with complete strangers but was amazed at how God placed me 
exactly where I needed to be. You see, one of the table leaders and I had so much in  common. As we were 
chatting on Saturday evening, our hobbies came up in conversation and just as one of us would mention a  
favorite pastime, the other would respond, “Me too!” We got to the point where we were trying to see just 
how deep we could dive with these connections, and it went far. Both of us were amazed that God placed us 
together on this weekend. 

I also recall waking late one evening after experiencing my first Stations of the Cross and wanting to return to 
reflect more but I needed the Stations of the Cross Guide by Padre Pio booklet. I recalled how we were told 
that the Chas would be available for any of our needs and sure enough as I stepped out into the hallway who 
should I run into but a cha. He was able to find the guide for me and I was able to spend time in the chapel 
reflecting on Christ’s passion. 

I don’t recall much of what was said in the Rollos. I recall the people and the moments I shared with them. 
So, to me the weekend is about making connections with others. I’m looking forward to the weekend where 
we'll have time budgeted for "corridor work", or time set aside for Men's Team #125 to simply focus on    
connecting with our new Cursillistas. The Make a friend, be a friend, bring a friend to Christ concept is a   
pillar of the movement for me. I’ve sponsored a few men and have learned the hard way that if I don’t first 
befriend the candidate the chances of them having a successful 4th day lessen. 

The next several weeks as our team meets to prepare for the weekend, I also look forward to developing     

relationships with my team members, some old friends and some I have yet to meet. And I anticipate it to be a 

joyful experience. De Colores! 

John Hochstetler 
Rector of Men’s Cursillo # 125 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come Holy Spirit! That has been my prayer ever since our Lay Director, Tom Scimeca, called to invite me 
to pray about serving as the Rectora for Women’s Cursillo team 114, and the beautiful thing is that the Holy 
Spirt has come. 
 
 The Holy Spirit made finding my core team easy, although I caught several of the women by surprise by 
asking them to serve in roles they weren’t expecting. I’m so grateful I’ve been able to work with my       
wonderful assistant Joan Scimeca, Head Cha Ginny Maher, Head Kitchen Cha Eileen Hays, Music Cha    
Angela Lennox, and Sacristan Nancy Halsema to prepare for the weekend. And I am so very grateful that 
God sent Fr. Dan Duff, to serve as the Spiritual Director! Each of these amazing men and women were the 
first people God placed on my heart to invite to serve on Team 114. 
 
 On the other hand, I’ve had to work harder to discover the team members who the Holy Spirit wants to  
complete Team 114. Women who I hoped to serve with aren’t available for our October 13 – 16th         
weekend, or for our formation meetings on Saturday mornings at St. Joseph in Lebanon. But I have found 
the  process of reaching out to Cursillistas to be a wonderful experience, trusting that when they have to say 
“No”, that means God has someone else in mind who can say “Yes!” As I write this, the Holy Spirit has   
revealed Fr. Dan and 25 amazing women to serve on Team 114. Please join me in praying that God will 
send four more women to complete the team. 
 
 Please also keep praying that the Holy Spirit will send 30 men and women to fill up the fall weekends. We 
have a tradition at St. Monica, started by Bill and Nancy Halsema, of having an “Epiphany Party” leading 
up to each weekend where the St. Monica Cursillo Community gathers for fun and fellowship, but also to 
bring friends to introduce them to Cursillo. Who is God calling you to talk to about Cursillo? Is God calling 
you to host some type of gathering to bring Cursillistas together along with their friends? Could your  
friendship group reunion brainstorm a list of people to pray about and then ask to make one of the fall  
weekends? 
 
 As I’ve discovered while serving as the Rectora for Cursillo 114, sometimes inviting people is easy, and 
sometimes I have to work for it, but I truly believe there are 60 men and women out there that God is    
waiting for us to share what living the Cursillo method has meant to us. Attending Women’s Cursillo #90 
opened my faith life in so many beautiful ways and journeying in Friendship Group Reunion with women 
who share my passion for piety, study and action brings me closer to Jesus Christ every day. 
 
 Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and enkindle in us the fire of Your love so we can all reach 
out to the people God is placing on our hearts to make that friend, be that friend and bring that friend to 
Christ. 
 
 God Bless 
  

 

 Come Holy Spirit! 

Ellen Sanders 
Rectora of Women’s Cursillo # 114 



 
 
 
 
Come Holy Spirit 
June 2022 
  

Come Holy Spirit, enter my heart today and enkindle in me the fire of your love.  
 
With my eyes help me to see your beauty in those I encounter, in their brokenness and 
in their actions.  
With my ears, help me to hear your grace through the voices of my friends and my foes. 
With my tongue, help me to taste the sweetness of your presence and the bitterness of 
your absence.  
With my nose, help me to smell your fragrance in the world I encounter today.  
With my arms, help me to feel your love through my embrace of you through others.  
 
Today, through each of my senses, help me to be in awe at the wonder of your         
presence. 
 

 

 

Steve Koch 
Peoria Cursillo 1027 
Table of St. Felicianus 
St. Malachy Parish, Brownsburg, IN  

                                                                                

                                                                            
Save the Date….. 

Grand Reunion Ultreya 

November 5, 2022 

Holy Name of Jesus 

Beech Grove, IN 

Details to Follow… 



Surrounding the World with Your Palanca  

De Colores to my fellow Cursillistas! You are a blessing to our Cursillo communities and to our world. 
There is great need for your continued prayers and sacrificial offerings. Thank you for your palanca! 

As the CICC men’s and women’s weekends approach, your palanca is greatly appreciated for the teams in 
formation and for the candidates discerning whether to attend. 

But just as you offer palanca for our local weekends, please consider including the worldwide Cursillo 
weekends that are held throughout the year. On behalf of our CICC community, we send a palanca letter to 
these worldwide locations to let them know that we are offering sacrifices, prayers, and actions to help 
them during their weekends. 

Reminder: Palanca is an action – intercessory prayer, sacrifices, or works of 
mercy. You send a palanca letter to candidates and team members, informing 
them of the prayers and sacrifices that you are offering to God on their behalf. 
A letter may be sent explaining what type of palanca is being offered, but the 
letter is not the palanca. Even if you don’t send a letter, the palanca was still 
raised up for your intention. 

                                            Picture: Drawn by Cursillista Sister Rosie Coughlin 

Palanca Can Be… 

    · Prayers: any prayer offered for the intentions of the candidates and team, time in Adoration, offering a 
Mass, saying the rosary, etc. 
    · Sacrifices: fasting, giving up something, doing a kind act that only you and God know about 
    · Works of Mercy (spiritual or corporal): giving alms, working in the food pantry, or visiting the sick. 
    · Actions that help the weekend: 72-hour prayer chain, work in the kitchen, helping to clean, driving 
someone to a weekend, attending a weekend closing. 
  

Palanca is Not...  
 
     · Gifts: books, flowers, or necklaces. 
     · Sacramentals: crucifixes, rosaries (Although these blessed objects would be wonderful          
acknowledgements after a weekend, they are not considered palanca.) 
  

Please consider signing up to offer palanca as a group or as an individual during the weekend. Use the   
following links to sign up to help either through prayer or by serving meals. Thank you for all your palanca 
and for the shared graces! 

Men's meal sign-up:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48a4ae2da6ff2-meal4 
Men's 72-hour prayer chain sign-up: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48a4ae2da6ff2-72hour3 
Women's meal sign-up: 
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48A4AE2DA6FF2-meal5 
Women's 72-hour prayer chain sign-up:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48a4ae2da6ff2-72hour4 
  
 



New Secretariat Members 

Secretary  

 
Greetings, my friends! 
 
I’m so very humbled and excited to be joining the Secretariat to serve in the position of 
Secretary. As a member of Team #92, my journey to this place of service has been long 
and winding. 
 
In 2000, my family and I joined St. Maria Goretti parish where we found wonderful 
priests, friends, and ministries. Fr. Kevin Haines has been a true spiritual guide to me 
throughout these years, shepherding me to continually grow in my relationship with  
Jesus. I’m so thankful for the opportunities afforded me to serve on the parish council, 
teach parish religious education, work on the mission team, and serve as a Confirmation 
mentor, among various other things. 
 
My Cursillo weekend occurred in the spring of 2010 and, as I’m sure you know, it was 
transformational. I enjoyed years of regular reunion grouping and truly felt that I was  
living my Fourth Day. However, life got busier and busier and I fell away from grouping. 
Looking back now, I can see how terribly this affected by life. My relationship with my 
husband and children suffered. Of course, at the time I couldn’t identify the root cause of 
my problems. It’s only with hindsight that we learn such things. 
 
I’m sharing this with you to emphasize how much I value the Cursillo movement,  
grouping, and living our Fourth Day. I feel the Holy Spirit called me to this place and I 
look forward to serving you. Working together, lifting each other up, and sharing our 
faith is truly what’s worthwhile. 
 
De Colores, 
 
Kim Zachery 
Cursillo # 92 
Table of Love 
St. Maria Goretti Parish 
 



 

Precursillo Chairpersons 

The Precursillo is the study of the environments and the searching of influential  
persons within those environments. Precursillo is also responsible for the          
preparation of the persons who will attend the 3-day Cursillo with a view toward a 
perennial living of the Cursillo in the Postcursillo. (Leaders Manual, p.83). 
  
My name is Joe Rice, Cursillo 105 and with my wife Becky, Cursillo 97, we are 
very grateful to serve the Central Indiana Cursillo Center community as Precursillo 
chairs. Our goal is to continue serving the CICC by making friends, being friends 
and bringing friends to Christ. Our motto is "You never get a second chance to make 
a first impression.” As we receive and process the applications from candidates, we 
will welcome all into a new life in Christ. 
  
Many thanks to our Spiritual Advisors, Lay Director Tom Scimeca, the Secretariat, 
and all the subcommittees for their trust in us to serve in this important position of 
Precursillo. We are blessed to serve with such faithful and generous people. We owe 
a huge thanks to Patrick Mitchell for his patient and able training in this time of 
transition. 
  
Ultreya is a Spanish word, derived from the original Latin, meaning Onward! It was 
in common use by pilgrims to greet and to encourage one another along the way. 
This too will be our model to offer prayers and encouragement to all those who   
follow Christ, who is the way and the truth and the life. 
  
DeColores!  

Joe Rice 
Cursillo 105  
St. John the Baptist, Tipton 

Becky Rice 
Cursillo 97 

St. John the Baptist, Tipton 



Each summer, we often choose to take breaks from our normal routines to rest, go on vacation or seek  
opportunities to revive ourselves spiritually. I am so grateful when we can experience an outdoor Ultreya 
with our Cursillista friends; and recently Virlee & Jim Weaver graciously offered to host another Ultreya at 
their home in Zionsville. Yes, the weather was a perfectly hot and humid summer evening; but no matter 
because with almost 50 people in attendance, a delicious pitch-in dinner and lively fellowship were an  
excellent distraction. 
 
We heard the Word of God from 2 Peter 1: 16-19 & Matthew 17: 1-9, relating the Transfiguration of the 
Lord to remind us of Jesus’ coming triumph over death. Our guest speaker, Jim Sullivan, a Cursillista since 
1971, shared his witness in song and reflective word. Jim spoke to us through his guitar: he sang a unique 
version of the prayer to the Holy Spirit, and taught us to sing a song he wrote, Jesus, I love You*; the    
lullaby-like soft tone effect was mesmerizingly beautiful, truly reflecting Jim’s musical talent and ability to 
have us all sing as one body in Christ. Jim closed his witness asking us to reflect on: 
 

How are we using the Holy Spirit in our daily lives? 
Are we remaining present to the powerful gifts that the Holy Spirit has to offer us? 
 

The early August evening was a glowing expression of how we come together to experience spiritual 
change through renewal of our friendships and forging new friends as we live our fourth day. Jim Sullivan 
showed us through song that spiritual discernment and prayer are accessible gifts of the Holy Spirit in our 
daily lives. ¡De Colores! 

* REFRAIN: 
Jesus, I love you, 
More than I can say. 
Jesus, I love you, 
Help me know the way. 

Look who surprised us? 
Ward Degler Louisa LaGrotto, 

Post Cursillo Coordinator 

 
Jim Sullivan 



Some of you may know that I have been learning Spanish to be better able to serve the 
people of my parishes. Last summer (with the pandemic still looming) I studied in      
San Antonio, TX. This summer I was able to go to Guatemala to an immersion program.  
While in Guatemala, I was able to visit the site of Blessed Stanley Rother’s martyrdom. 
 
Blessed Stanley was a diocesan priest from a small farming town in Oklahoma. He was 
invited to join his diocese’s mission team in Guatemala. He was a missionary there for 
over 12 years. Though he had difficulty in seminary because of having to learn Latin, 
Blessed Stanley was able to learn Spanish as well as the difficult local native language. 
He even helped to translate the New Testament into this language! Blessed Stanley was 
in Guatemala during its time of civil war. At one point he went back home to Oklahoma 
because his life was in danger. While he was back in the US, he became convicted that 
he must return to Guatemala even if his life was still in danger because “A shepherd  
cannot run from his flock.” Blessed Stanley Rother was martyred June 28, 1981. He was 
beatified in 2017 after being formally recognized as a martyr. 
 
Blessed Stanley Rother has touched me in a number of different ways, but I thought I 
would share his story to remind you that there are saints among us and that we are all 
called to be saints. Every time we say yes to God’s will it brings us closer to that reality.  
 
De Colores! 

Fr. Dan Duff 
Spiritual Director 
Diocese of Lafayette in Indiana 
  

I am celebrating Mass in the room in the rectory where Blessed Stanley Rother was martyred, 
 which is now a chapel dedicated to him. (And, of course the Mass was in Spanish). 

 



 

Dear friends, 
 
It’s hard to believe, but students are returning to their classrooms and the ‘unofficial’ end 
of summer is at hand. Time does, in fact, fly! This also means that our Fall Weekends are 
quickly approaching. We thank God that many of the limitations we experienced during 
the pandemic have been lifted, and we are able to prepare for the upcoming weekends in 
more normal ways. 
 
While the success of a Cursillo Weekend is always a work of the Holy Spirit, that Spirit 
calls on each of us to collaborate. That collaboration is now at work as Men’s Team 125 
and Women’s Team 114 are undergoing formation. Let us hold the members of these 
teams in prayer that the Holy Spirit may use them as messengers of Good News and          
Instruments of renewal. 
 
Each of us are called to collaborate in a particularly important way. There is a ‘guest list’ 
for Men’s Team 125 and Women’s Team 114. Only the Holy Spirit knows the names of 
the people that are on that ‘guest list,’ but each of us is called to deliver an invitation to 
one of the people on that list. May God give us wisdom to know the person that we are 
called to invite to the weekend and then, may we have the courage to extend the invitation 
in these coming days. Little by little, invitation by invitation, name by name, the guest list 
will be complete in time for the Fall Weekends. 
 
At our closings we sing the beautiful words of Romans 10:14 -15. “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who bring good news.” May our feet bring that good news to a brother or  
sister as we invite them to a Cursillo Weekend. 
 
The success of a Cursillo Weekend is always a work of the Holy Spirit, but in God’s    
gracious plan, we each have a role to play. May we faithfully fulfill that role as we extend 
an invitation to at least one person and as we pray for the members of Men’s Team 125 
and Women’s Team 114. 
 
Come Holy Spirit and renew the face of the earth! 
 
De Colores! 
 
Fr. Todd 
 

Fr. Todd Riebe 
Spiritual Director 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis 
  



National Cursillo Encounter 2022 

I had the opportunity and privilege to attend the 32nd National Cursillo Encounter held in Orange, 
CA, July 21st through the 24th. Cursillistas from across the country and representing many different 
languages and cultures came together for the first time since 2019, giving the Encounter something 
“extra” in the joyful celebration of friendship and the Love of God in Jesus Christ – all that is at the 
core of our Cursillo Movement! 
 
 
 

The Encounter began Thursday evening, with the Spiritual Keynote 
Talk given by Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, Auxiliary Bishop of the   
Archdiocese of Seattle, WA titled “The Eucharist in The Cursillo 
Movement.” Bishop Elizondo spoke of the Mystery of the Eucharist - 
our Salvation – as an invitation to a personal encounter with Christ and 
how each time we go to Mass and receive the Eucharist we open      
ourselves both conscious (head) and aware (heart) to be changed 
through this encounter – to be transformed – leaving different than as 
we came. 
 
The Eucharist is a “cosmic act,” he explained, uniting heaven and earth 
and permeating all creation. There is nothing “routine” about it and  
always points to CHANGE – not just for us, but for ALL! This         
encounter in turn gives way to the Christian life of encountering others 
when we realize that the gift of the life in Christ we receive in the     
Eucharist, is not just for us but to be shared for the transformation of 
the world! 

This is central to us as Cursillistas – through the method of piety, study and action, we are more “awake” 
to the Life of Grace and what that requires. 
 
This was also the mindset of the founder of the Cursillo Movement, Eduardo Bonnin, who was a          
self-proclaimed “Apprentice Christian.” He believed that there was always more to understand .  Our life 
in Grace is not a static event, but always in motion, always growing - we are always “becoming.” 
 
The rollos for the remainder of the Encounter built upon this core of our belief and the foundational  
charism of the Cursillo Movement. The study of the charism and the mentality of our Founder, Eduardo 
Bonnin has been the primary focus of Leaders in the Cursillo Movement at both the National and        
Regional levels for a number of years now, and it is from this that we’ve seen some of the recent changes 
in the Cursillo, here at the Diocesan level. What we may see as “changes” is actually the “rediscovery” of 
the Cursillo and its original intentions, mentality and method. 
 



Briefly, a charism is a gift of the Holy Spirit, given to a person for the good of the people of God – and 
is recognized by the hierarchy of the church. The Charism of Cursillo is much bigger than Cursillo    
itself, but the Cursillo “carries” the Charism for the purpose of benefiting the people of God. The     
Charism of Cursillo can be summarized as “receiving the BEST news that God in Christ loves us,    
conveyed through the BEST means which is Friendship.” The foundation of Cursillo rests in the     
mentality of our founder, who had three core beliefs: Christ, the Person and Friendship. These ideas 
were shared in the rollos, “Christ, Person & Friendship,” “Why it is Important to Study the Cursillo 
Charism,” and “The Chronology and Genesis of the Foundational Charism.” 
 
The last afternoon of the Encounter, we heard witnesses to our Study of the Charism comprised of 4 
rollos on 4 National Cursillo publications: My Spiritual Testament; The Rector’s Guide; 
1st Conversation at Cala Figuera; and Cursillo History and Memory. All but the Rector’s Guide are 
available for purchase from the National Cursillo website. (The Rectors’ guide is not yet in print, but is 
what we have been referring to as “Step by Step” which we have in a pdf form and has been used on 
our 3-day weekends since the spring of 2020.) 
 
The Encounter ended with Ultreya and “Fiesta” of song and music on Saturday evening. 
 
Personally, I loved every moment of the Encounter! I know that hearing rollos and learning about the 
history of Cursillo may not be everyone’s cup of tea, but I found myself appreciating even more the gift 
that Cursillo has been for me and is for so many – and why it is so important and needed in the world 
today! The sharing after each rollo brought the content to life and we were able to come to a deeper  
understanding and personal connection to what we had heard. At meals and walking to and from      
venues, beautiful new friendships were formed! The Encounter was a visible sign and reminder of who 
we are as Church with different cultures (represented by English, Spanish, Vietnamese, Pilipino and 
Korean speaking Cursillistas) coming together in friendship to worship and celebrate friendship in 
Christ in De Colores! As my cup was overflowing, may our lives overflow in De Colores too! 

Jennifer Burger 
Cursillo # 78 
Table of Kindness 
St. Simon the Apostle Parish 
Cursillo -Region IV Service Team Member 


